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Quick Facts

Financial Institutions World Bank (WB)

Status Proposed

Bank Risk Rating C

Voting Date 2026-08-28

Borrower Asian Institute of Technology

Sectors Education and Health, Energy, Hydropower, Industry and Trade
Investment Type(s) Grant

Investment Amount (USD) $1.00 million

Project Cost (USD) $ 6.00 million
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Project Description

According to the Bank’s website, the Project Development Objective (PDO) is to enhance equitable employment outcomes in
the energy sector by expanding skills, professional development, and access to jobs.

The proposed Project supports advancing inclusive employment outcomes in energy by transitioning the Secretariat of
WePOWER from the World Bank to operate from the region as part of an overarching Global Secretariat for Women in Energy
Regional Networks. WePOWER, as the first and oldest regional gender and energy network, is transitioning to a permanent
secretariat at the Asian Institute of Technology (AIT) from its interim base at the World Bank, as requested by the Partners.
This move aims to ensure sustainability and expand the scope with stronger emphasis on learning and skilling, allowing other
global networks to benefit from modular activities like thematic trainings in energy technology, management, and leadership.
The trainings and activities under the proposed operation will be open to energy sector organizations from all the regions.
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Early Warning System Project Analysis

WePOWER project activities are limited to capacity building and professional development, delivered virtually and in classroom
settings at the AIT campus, and do not involve any physical footprint, works or activities that could lead to downstream
impacts. As such, no adverse environmental risks or impacts are anticipated. During preparation, the project will undergo
screening to confirm the absence of significant E&S risks. Environmental risks are expected to be low. Similarly, Social risks
are expected to be low as stakeholder interactions will primarily occur virtually or within supervised partner office settings.
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Investment Description

e World Bank (WB)

Total Project Cost: US$ 6.00 million
Energy Sector Management Assistance Program (grant): US$ 1.00 million
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Contact Information
CONTACT POINT - World Bank

Task Team Leader: Gunjan Gautam
Title: Senior Energy Specialist
Email: ggautam@worldbank.org

ACCESS TO INFORMATION

To submit an information request for project information, you will have to create an account to access the Access to
Information request form. You can learn more about this process at: https://www.worldbank.org/en/access-to-
information/request-submission

ACCOUNTABILITY MECHANISM OF THE WORLD BANK

The World Bank Inspection Panel is the independent complaint mechanism and fact-finding body for people who believe they
are likely to be, or have been, adversely affected by a World Bank-financed project. If you submit a complaint to the Inspection
Panel, they may investigate to assess whether the World Bank is following its own policies and procedures for preventing harm
to people or the environment. You can contact the Inspection Panel or submit a complaint by emailing ipanel@worldbank.org.
Information on how to file a complaint and a complaint request form are available at: https://www.inspectionpanel.org/how-to-
file-complaint
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Bank Documents

e Concept Environmental and Social Review Summary (ESRS) - South Asia Women in Power Sector Profession
e Environmental and Social Commitment Plan (ESCP) Advancing Employment and Equality in Energy Project
e Project Information Document - South Asia Women in Power Sector Professional Network Project - P5136
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