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Quick Facts

Countries Iraq
Financial Institutions World Bank (WB)
Status Proposed
Bank Risk Rating A
Voting Date 2026-12-10
Borrower Government of Iraq - Ministry of Finance; Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research
Sectors Education and Health
Investment Type(s) Loan
Investment Amount (USD) $ 500.00 million
Project Cost (USD) $ 500.00 million
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Project Description

According to the Bank’s website, the Program Development Objective is to improve equitable access, quality and relevance of
higher education, ensuring alignment with labor market needs in priority sectors.

The proposed operation will support Iraq strengthen higher education institutions and build systems that foster scientific and
creative thinking, align graduates' skills with labor-market needs, and advance a diversified knowledge economy. The
proposed program aligns closely with the Iraq National Education Strategy, representing a significant investment focused on
equipping youth with advanced, job-oriented skills in areas of study crucial to Iraq's future growth. It will do so through
expanding access to higher education programs in high-demand fields needed to power growth as well as those that are
needed to address megatrends such as digital development and climate adaptation. The program will also address important
infrastructure gaps created by years of conflict, and upgrade facilities to enable modern teaching, advanced skills acquisition,
and applied research. In addition, it will reform the higher education system to ensure it is agile in responding to the needs of
the labor market and to global megatrends and adept at preparing Iraqi youth for the jobs of the future.
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Early Warning System Project Analysis

Environmental and Social Risk Classification: Substantial
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Investment Description

World Bank (WB)

Total Project Cost: US$ 500.00 million
IBRD Commitment: US$ 500.00 million
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Contact Information

World Bank
Raja Bentaouet Kattan - Lead Education Specialist 
Huma Ali Waheed - Senior Economist

Borrower/Client/Recipient 
Ministry of Finance

Implementing Agencies 
Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research

ACCESS TO INFORMATION

To submit an information request for project information, you will have to create an account to access the Access to
Information request form. You can learn more about this process at: https://www.worldbank.org/en/access-to-
information/request-submission

ACCOUNTABILITY MECHANISM OF THE WORLD BANK

The World Bank Inspection Panel is the independent complaint mechanism and fact-finding body for people who believe they
are likely to be, or have been, adversely affected by a World Bank-financed project. If you submit a complaint to the Inspection
Panel, they may investigate to assess whether the World Bank is following its own policies and procedures for preventing harm
to people or the environment. You can contact the Inspection Panel or submit a complaint by emailing ipanel@worldbank.org.
Information on how to file a complaint and a complaint request form are available at: https://www.inspectionpanel.org/how-to-
file-complaint
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Bank Documents

Concept Project Information Document (PID)
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