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Quick Facts

Specific Location Eastern and Southern Africa
Financial Institutions World Bank (WB)
Status Proposed
Bank Risk Rating B
Voting Date 2024-06-17
Borrower Regional - Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa (COMESA)
Sectors Communications
Investment Type(s) Grant
Investment Amount (USD) $ 5.00 million
Project Cost (USD) $ 5.00 million
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Project Description

According to the Bank’s website, the Program-Level Development Objective is to increase access to, and inclusive use of, the
internet and digitally-enabled services in Eastern and Southern Africa. The Project Development Objective for the operation
implemented by COMESA is to enhance the enabling environment for increasing access to, and inclusive usage of, the internet
and digitally-enabled services in Eastern and Southern Africa.
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Early Warning System Project Analysis

The environmental risk rating for COMESA’s operations under MPA Phase 1 is Moderate, although the risk rating will be
reviewed during preparation.
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Investment Description

World Bank (WB)

In its first phase, the MPA will provide a regional IDA grant to COMESA to set-up the MPA’s regional program coordination unit
(PCU) and oversee the implementation of the MPA throughout the ten years.

MPA = Multiphase Programmatic Approach
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Contact Information

WB Contact Point

Task Team Leader: Cecilia Maria Paradi-Guilford / Title: Senior Digital Development Specialist
Email: cparadiguilford@worldbank.org

TTL Contact: Timothy John Charles Kelly Job / Title: Lead Digital Development Specialist
Email: tkelly@worldbank.org

TTL Contact: Lavanya Choudhary Job / Title: Young Professional
Email: lchoudhary@worldbank.org

Implementing Agencies

Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa (COMESA) Secretariat
Bernard Dzawanda, Director, Infrastructure, bdzawanda@comesa.int

ACCESS TO INFORMATION

To submit an information request for project information, you will have to create an account to access the Access to
Information request form. You can learn more about this process at: https://www.worldbank.org/en/access-to-
information/request-submission

ACCOUNTABILITY MECHANISM OF THE WORLD BANK

The World Bank Inspection Panel is the independent complaint mechanism and fact-finding body for people who believe they
are likely to be, or have been, adversely affected by a World Bank-financed project. If you submit a complaint to the Inspection
Panel, they may investigate to assess whether the World Bank is following its own policies and procedures for preventing harm
to people or the environment. You can contact the Inspection Panel or submit a complaint by emailing ipanel@worldbank.org.
Information on how to file a complaint and a complaint request form are available at: https://www.inspectionpanel.org/how-to-
file-complaint
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Bank Documents

Concept Environmental and Social Review Summary (ESRS) - Inclusive Digitalization in Eastern and Sou
Concept Project Information Document (PID) (English)
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