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Quick Facts

Countries Nigeria
Financial Institutions International Finance Corporation (IFC)
Status Approved
Bank Risk Rating U
Voting Date 2024-01-18
Borrower Robust International
Sectors Agriculture and Forestry
Investment Type(s) Advisory Services
Investment Amount (USD) $ 0.99 million
Project Cost (USD) $ 0.99 million
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Project Description

Robust International is a Singapore-based midscale agri-commodities trader. In Nigeria, Robust sources 40 percent of the
commodities (Sesame, Cashew, Ginger, Gum Arabic, Pulses, Turmeric and Shea nuts) directly from 44,000 farmers and 60
percent from 40 Licensed Buying Agents, carries out primary processing (i.e., fumigation, sorting and hulling) before selling to
consumers in China (53 percent), Vietnam (37 percent), Turkey (6 percent) and India (4 percent). Sesame accounts for 55
percent of Robust's operations. An IFC investment loan of $18M to Robust (Project #: 45225) supports its $26M capacity
expansion program (including the construction of an integrated warehouse complex that has added 30,000 MT capacity to
cater for drying and processing of sesame) and allows the company to increase direct sourcing from farmers by 20 percent.

An IFC Advisory Services project will help reduce the operational risks of the investment by (i)Training sesame farmers on Good
Agricultural Practices (GAP) focusing on soil & water management technologies, and integrated pest management (IPM)
practices, (ii) Building the capacities of license buying agents in record keeping and product traceability, and (iii) Exploring
linking farmers to sources of good quality sesame seeds. The project will be implemented in two phases based on an
incremental approach to ensure early wins and assess traction, as well as take into account learning that will inform later roll-
out decisions. In Phase I, the project will be piloted in Kano State before rolling out into Bauchi and Jigawa States in Phase II.

Early Warning System
Robust International Group Nigeria

IFC-607429

Early Warning System https://ews.rightsindevelopment.org/ ews@rightsindevelopment.org

https://ews.rightsindevelopment.org/
https://ews.rightsindevelopment.org/
mailto:ews@rightsindevelopment.org


Investment Description

International Finance Corporation (IFC)

Estimated Total Budget: $987,391.00

(Project budget includes all project-funded activities)
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Private Actors Description

Robust International is a Singapore-based midscale agri-commodities trader. In Nigeria, Robust sources 40 percent of the
commodities (Sesame, Cashew, Ginger, Gum Arabic, Pulses, Turmeric and Shea nuts) directly from 44,000 farmers and 60
percent from 40 Licensed Buying Agents, carries out primary processing (i.e., fumigation, sorting and hulling) before selling to
consumers in China (53 percent), Vietnam (37 percent), Turkey (6 percent) and India (4 percent).
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- - - - Robust International Pte Ltd Client -
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Contact Information

Robust International Pte Ltd
Vishanth Narayan
Executive Director
+65 62927316
ed@robust-international.com
#09-17 to 20, Singapore 238164
https://www.robust-international.com

ACCESS TO INFORMATION

You can submit a request for information disclosure at: https://disclosures.ifc.org/#/inquiries

If you believe that your request for information from IFC has been unreasonably denied, or that this Policy has been interpreted
incorrectly, you can submit a complaint at the link above to IFC's Access to Information Policy Advisor, who reports directly to
IFC's Executive Vice President.

ACCOUNTABILITY MECHANISM OF IFC/MIGA

The Compliance Advisor Ombudsman (CAO) is the independent complaint mechanism and fact-finding body for people who
believe they are likely to be, or have been, adversely affected by an IFC or MIGA- financed project. If you submit a complaint to
the CAO, they may assist you in resolving a dispute with the company and/or investigate to assess whether the IFC is following
its own policies and procedures for preventing harm to people or the environment. If you want to submit a complaint
electronically, you can email the CAO at CAO@worldbankgroup.org You can learn more about the CAO and how to file a
complaint at http://www.cao-ombudsman.org
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Other Related Projects

IFC-45225 Robust Nigeria
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