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Quick Facts
Countries Tunisia
Specific Location Gafsa governorate, Sidi Bouzid governorate
Financial Institutions European Investment Bank (EIB)
Status Proposed
Bank Risk Rating A
Borrower Qair International SAS
Sectors Energy, Infrastructure
Investment Type(s) Loan
Investment Amount (USD) $ 76.62 million
Loan Amount (USD) $ 76.62 million
Project Cost (USD) $272.82 million

Early Warning System https://ews.rightsindevelopment.org/ ews@rightsindevelopment.org


https://ews.rightsindevelopment.org/
https://ews.rightsindevelopment.org/
mailto:ews@rightsindevelopment.org

I'I' Early Warning System EIB-20250608
I GAFSA-KHOBNA SOLAR

Project Description

As stated by the EIB, the project consists of the construction and operation of two solar photovoltaic (PV) plants and their
associated transmission infrastructure in Tunisia, with power purchase agreements awarded through government tenders.
The Gafsa PV plant, located in the Gafsa governorate, has a capacity of approximately 120 MWp (100 MWac) and includes an
overhead transmission line of around 12 km at 150 kV.

The Khobna PV plant, located in the Sidi Bouzid governorate, has a capacity of approximately 237 MWp (198 MWac) and
includes an overhead transmission line of around 45 km at 225 kV.

The aim is to support both EU and national targets for renewable energy generation. It contributes to EIB's objectives in the
areas of renewable energy, climate action (mitigation) and environmental sustainability (pollution prevention and control). It
also plays a key role in helping Tunisia achieve its goal of increasing the share of renewable energy in electricity generation to
35% by 2030.
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Early Warning System Project Analysis

As stated by the EIB, while the project does not require an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) under national legislation,
the promoter has determined that an Environmental and Social Impact Assessment (ESIA) is needed for each of the two PV
plants, with each ESIA covering the respective plant and its associated interconnection infrastructure. The standard social due
diligence regarding the risk of forced labour in the PV module supply chain will also need to be carried out.

The draft ESIA reports indicate limited air emissions, minimal wastewater generation and minor use of hazardous materials.
Environmental management plans will include dust control measures and waste management procedures. None of the project
components (PV plants and transmission lines) are located within environmentally protected areas.

The Khobna PV plant is located approximately 5.5 km south-west of the Sebkhet Noual site (Ramsar/IBA/KBA). In this area, the
southern section of the transmission line will follow an existing line and pass at around 1 km from Sebkhet Noual. While the
existing line crosses Bouhedma National Park (Important Bird Area / Key Biodiversity Area), located approximately 18 km north
of the PV plant, the northern section of the Khobna transmission line will diverge and run along, but outside, the park's buffer
zone. The draft ESIA report indicates that the project is not expected to have a significant impact on the conservation
objectives of these sites.

The closest protected area to the Gafsa PV plant and its transmission line is Chott Elguetar, a Ramsar site located
approximately 12 km east of the project. The draft ESIA report indicates that this protected area will not be impacted, either
directly or indirectly, by the project.
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Investment Description

e European Investment Bank (EIB)
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Private Actors Description

As stated by Bloomberg, Qair International develops and provides renewable energy solutions. The Company offers wind, solar,
hydroelectric power, green hydrogen, and energy storage systems, as well as energy management services such as power
purchase agreements. Qair International serves clients worldwide.
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Private Actor Private Actor Private Actor Private Actor
Private Actor 1 1 Role 1 Sector Relation Private Actor 2 2 Role 2 Sector
= = Qair International SAS Client Energy
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Contact Information
No project contacts provided at the time of disclosure.
ACCESS TO INFORMATION

You can submit an information request for project information at: https://www.eib.org/en/infocentre/registers/request-
form/request-form-default.htm

ACCOUNTABILITY MECHANISM OF EIB

The EIB Complaints Mechanism is designed to facilitate and handle complaints against the EIB by individuals, organizations or
corporations affected by EIB activities. When exercising the right to lodge a complaint against the EIB, any member of the
public has access to a two-tier procedure, one internal - the Complaints Mechanism Office - and one external - the European
Ombudsman. A complaint can be lodged via a written communication addressed to the Secretary General of the EIB, via email
to the dedicated email address: complaints@eib.org, by completing the online complaint form available at the following
address: http://www.eib.org/complaints/form via fax or delivered directly to the EIB Complaints Mechanism Division, any EIB
local representation office or any EIB staff. For further details, check:
http://www.eib.org/attachments/strategies/complaints_mechanism_policy_en.pdf

When dissatisfied with a complaint to the EIB Complaints Mechanism, citizens can then turn towards the European
Ombudsman. A memorandum of Understanding has been signed between the EIB and the European Ombudsman establishes
that citizens (even outside of the EU if the Ombudsman finds their complaint justified) can turn towards the Ombudsman on
issues related to 'maladministration' by the EIB. Note that before going to the Ombudsman, an attempt must be made to
resolve the case by contacting the EIB. In addition, the complaint must be made within two years of the date when the facts on
which your complaint is based became known to you. You can write to the Ombudsman in any of the languages of the
European Union. Additional details, including filing requirements and complaint forms, are available at:
http://www.ombudsman.europa.eu/atyourservice/interactiveguide.faces
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Bank Documents

Draft Environmental and Social Data Sheet (Draft ESDS)
EIA - Biodiversity Management Plan - El Khobna

EIA - Biodiversity Management Plan Report - Gafsa

EIA - Etude d’'Impact Environnemental et Social - El Khobna
EIA - Etude d’Impact Environnementale et Sociale - Gafsa
EIA - Plan de Gestion Environnemental et Social (PGES)
EIA - Projet de réinstallation d’une centrale - Gafsa

EIA - Rapport de biodiversité - Gafsa

EIA - Rapport de suivi ornithologique - Gafsa

EIA - Résumé Non Technique - El Khobna

EIA - Résumé Non Technique - Gafsa

Media

e Why Tunisia’s renewable energy strategy is facing resistance (AlJazeera, 20JUN26)
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https://www.eib.org/attachments/registers/271487962.pdf
https://www.eib.org/attachments/registers/271839030.pdf
https://www.eib.org/attachments/registers/271422352.pdf
https://www.eib.org/attachments/registers/271809181.pdf
https://www.eib.org/attachments/registers/271484907.pdf
https://www.eib.org/attachments/registers/271508336.pdf
https://www.eib.org/attachments/registers/271497016.pdf
https://www.eib.org/attachments/registers/271840031.pdf
https://www.eib.org/attachments/registers/271448028.pdf
https://www.aljazeera.com/opinions/2026/6/20/why-tunisias-renewable-energy-strategy-is-facing-resistance?utm_campaign=Transnational Institute newsletter&utm_content=Last chance to register%2
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Other Related Projects

e EBRD-56181 Qair El Khobna solar

e EBRD-56180 SPREF - QAIR Gafsa solar
e |[FC-51661 Qair - Gafsa

e |[FC-51663 Qair - El Khobna
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