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Quick Facts

Countries France
Financial Institutions European Investment Bank (EIB)
Status Approved
Bank Risk Rating U
Voting Date 2025-07-30
Borrower CAILabs SAS
Sectors Communications, Industry and Trade
Investment Type(s) Loan
Investment Amount (USD) $ 42.28 million
Project Cost (USD) $ 85.71 million
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Project Description

According to the Bank’s website, the aim is to support the promoter in enhancing a proprietary laser communication
technology, originally developed by the promoter, that mitigates atmospheric turbulence and enables safer, more reliable, and
high-throughput communications between satellites and Optical Ground Stations (OGS), as well as between terrestrial points
such as ship-to-ship or plane-to-drone, primarily for defence sector applications.

The Project is in line with the InvestEU objective of Space.The operation directly addresses some of EIB's core priorities,
namely Digitalisation & Innovation and Security & Defence. The financing is pursued under the Tech-EU strategic investment
programme.

The operation helps reduce reliance on non-European suppliers for key technologies enhancing Europe's technological
sovereignty and strategic autonomy. Spill-over effects are expected across the supply chain and through up-skilling workforce,
improving Europe's competitiveness in the global aerospace and defence sectors.

The EIB investment will strongly contribute to the Company's set up of an industrial-scale facility to fully grasp the market
opportunity lying ahead. The EIB financing will also allow the company to further expand its R&D capabilities to deliver on its
roadmap. The 3 year availability period associated with a long term maturity date and bullet repayment provide the Borrower
with the flexibility it requires to focus on its growth.
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Early Warning System Project Analysis

The investments will concern mostly research and development (R&D) activities carried out in already existing facilities. The
project does not fall under Directive 2014/52/EU amending the EIA Directive 2011/92/EU.
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Investment Description

European Investment Bank (EIB)

A €37 million loan from the EIB and an additional €20 million from other key investors.
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Private Actors Description

Cailabs is a French deep-tech small business specialising in photonics applications, with a particular focus on proprietary laser
communication technology that mitigates atmospheric turbulence.
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- - - - CAILabs SAS Client -
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Contact Information

Contact: Andrea Morawski
Email: a.morawski@eib.org
Phone: +352 4379 - 83427

ACCESS TO INFORMATION

You can submit an information request for project information at: https://www.eib.org/en/infocentre/registers/request-
form/request-form-default.htm

ACCOUNTABILITY MECHANISM OF EIB

The EIB Complaints Mechanism is designed to facilitate and handle complaints against the EIB by individuals, organizations or
corporations affected by EIB activities. When exercising the right to lodge a complaint against the EIB, any member of the
public has access to a two-tier procedure, one internal - the Complaints Mechanism Office - and one external - the European
Ombudsman. A complaint can be lodged via a written communication addressed to the Secretary General of the EIB, via email
to the dedicated email address: complaints@eib.org, by completing the online complaint form available at the following
address: http://www.eib.org/complaints/form via fax or delivered directly to the EIB Complaints Mechanism Division, any EIB
local representation office or any EIB staff. For further details, check:
http://www.eib.org/attachments/strategies/complaints_mechanism_policy_en.pdf

When dissatisfied with a complaint to the EIB Complaints Mechanism, citizens can then turn towards the European
Ombudsman. A memorandum of Understanding has been signed between the EIB and the European Ombudsman establishes
that citizens (even outside of the EU if the Ombudsman finds their complaint justified) can turn towards the Ombudsman on
issues related to 'maladministration' by the EIB. Note that before going to the Ombudsman, an attempt must be made to
resolve the case by contacting the EIB. In addition, the complaint must be made within two years of the date when the facts on
which your complaint is based became known to you. You can write to the Ombudsman in any of the languages of the
European Union. Additional details, including filing requirements and complaint forms, are available at:
http://www.ombudsman.europa.eu/atyourservice/interactiveguide.faces
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Media

France: Deep tech company Cailabs secures €57 million to accelerate growth and industrial scale-up,
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Other Related Projects

EIB-20220300 FUTURE TECH (INVESTEU VD) PL
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