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Quick Facts

Countries Italy
Specific Location Port of Genoa
Financial Institutions European Investment Bank (EIB)
Status Approved
Bank Risk Rating U
Voting Date 2025-09-24
Borrower Port System Authority of the Western Ligurian Sea
Sectors Construction, Infrastructure, Transport
Investment Type(s) Loan
Investment Amount (USD) $ 352.27 million
Project Cost (USD) $ 1,100.26 million
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Project Description

According to the Bank’s website, the project consists of a major allocation under framework loan 2020-0263 to finance the
expansion and redesign of the exterior breakwater at the Port of Genoa.

The project concerns the expansion and reconfiguration of the existing external breakwater ("Diga Foranea - Phase A"),
located in the Port of Genoa, including the construction of new sections and the demolition of some existing ones. The project
is expected to enhance the manoeuvrability and safety of seaside operations by providing a larger manoeuvring circle area
and wider access channels.

The Project supports the development of the Port of Genoa, a rail connected core TEN-T port located on the Mediterranean
Corridor. The Project provides safe maritime access to port users, allows larger vessels to access the port and as such reduces
costs of maritime transport. Consequently, the Project enhances the resilience and sustainability of the regional and European
transport system, in line with EU objectives and the EIB Transport Lending Policy.

The project covers the expansion and redesign of the existing exterior breakwater at the Port of Genoa in order to allow larger
vessels to berth in more efficient and safe manoeuvrability conditions. It includes the construction of new sections, the
demolition of existing sections and the reinforcement of other already existing sections. The configuration of the new
breakwater will guarantee a new manoeuvring circle with a 800 m diameter in front of “Bacino Sampierdarena”, a new access
channel with 2,800 m length and 300 m width to that same area and an internal channel in front of “Bacino Sampierdarena”
with 400 m width.

The construction works of Phase A of the project will include the construction of approximately 4,010 m of new breakwater
sections, the scour protection reinforcement of approximately 765 m of existing breakwater sections and the demolition of
approximately 2,200 m of existing breakwater sections. The deepest sections of the new breakwater structure will go up to 50
m depth. The top level of the caissons lays at 3.40 m m.s.l. (7.00 m including crest wall).
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Early Warning System Project Analysis

According to the Environmental Impact Assessment Report and the related Decision, the main environmental impacts can be
divided in temporary impacts during the construction and permanent impacts during operation. The ones qualified as
significant before the implementation of any mitigation measures include the following: water turbidity; vibration and noise
during construction; and limited changes to the sedimentation dynamics in the shoreline.

The Project is to be implemented in the vicinity of six Natura 2000 sites. The project site is more than 2,000 m away from the
closest Natura 2000 site. The integrity of the sites is not expected to be negatively affected by the project:

SAC IT1332576 “Fondali Boccadasse – Nervi” (maritime);
SAC IT1332575 “Fondali Nervi - Sori” (maritime);
SAC IT1332477 “Fondali Arenzano – Punta Ivrea” (maritime);
SAC IT1312392 “Tutela del Tursiope Mar Ligure” (maritime);
SAC IT1331615 “Monte Gazzo” (land based);
SAC IT1331606 “Torre Quezzi” (land based.

The EIA report includes an analysis of the water bodies quality. The impacted water bodies are the Genova Bisagno
(IT07CW_01001015) and Genova Polcevera (IT07CW_01001014_1) and the related impacts are considered as negligible or non-
significant. It is concluded that the Project will not interfere with the objectives of the relevant river basin management plan
and complies with the requirements of the Water Framework Directive 2000/60/EC and aligns with the Marine Strategy
Directive 2008/56/EC objectives.
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Investment Description

European Investment Bank (EIB)
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Contact Information

No contacts available at the time of disclosure.

ACCESS TO INFORMATION

You can submit an information request for project information at: https://www.eib.org/en/infocentre/registers/request-
form/request-form-default.htm

ACCOUNTABILITY MECHANISM OF EIB

The EIB Complaints Mechanism is designed to facilitate and handle complaints against the EIB by individuals, organizations or
corporations affected by EIB activities. When exercising the right to lodge a complaint against the EIB, any member of the
public has access to a two-tier procedure, one internal - the Complaints Mechanism Office - and one external - the European
Ombudsman. A complaint can be lodged via a written communication addressed to the Secretary General of the EIB, via email
to the dedicated email address: complaints@eib.org, by completing the online complaint form available at the following
address: http://www.eib.org/complaints/form via fax or delivered directly to the EIB Complaints Mechanism Division, any EIB
local representation office or any EIB staff. For further details, check:
http://www.eib.org/attachments/strategies/complaints_mechanism_policy_en.pdf

When dissatisfied with a complaint to the EIB Complaints Mechanism, citizens can then turn towards the European
Ombudsman. A memorandum of Understanding has been signed between the EIB and the European Ombudsman establishes
that citizens (even outside of the EU if the Ombudsman finds their complaint justified) can turn towards the Ombudsman on
issues related to 'maladministration' by the EIB. Note that before going to the Ombudsman, an attempt must be made to
resolve the case by contacting the EIB. In addition, the complaint must be made within two years of the date when the facts on
which your complaint is based became known to you. You can write to the Ombudsman in any of the languages of the
European Union. Additional details, including filing requirements and complaint forms, are available at:
http://www.ombudsman.europa.eu/atyourservice/interactiveguide.faces
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Bank Documents

26/09/2025 - Environmental and Social Data Sheet (ESDS) - BREAKWATER GENOA
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Other Related Projects

EIB-20200263 PORTS OF GENOA - NEW INVEST PROGRAM FL
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