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Quick Facts

Countries Germany
Specific Location City of Cologne
Financial Institutions European Investment Bank (EIB)
Status Approved
Bank Risk Rating U
Voting Date 2024-07-31
Borrower Stadtentwässerungsbetriebe Köln
Sectors Water and Sanitation
Investment Type(s) Loan
Investment Amount (USD) $ 171.02 million
Project Cost (USD) $ 340.95 million
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Project Description

According to the Bank’s website, the framework loan will co-finance a specific part of the investment program of Cologne's
wastewater utility (Stadtentwässerungsbetriebe Köln) for the period 2023-2029.

The pipeline includes the construction of a new culvert under the River Rhine, a new sludge transport pipe, a sludge
dewatering facility as well as a sludge incineration facility.

The aim is to improve the efficiency and sustainability of Cologne's wastewater services. The new combined sewer culvert
under the River Rhine will reduce the risk of sewage spills in the river and enable sufficient capacity for the growing population
and the increased intensity in precipitation from climate change.

The investments in a new sludge transport pipe and a sludge dewatering facility linked to the new sludge incinerator comply
with the German requirements on sludge disposal after the energy transition discontinues the current co-incineration in a
brown coal power plant.

All investments comply with European and German environmental standards. The project will reduce the impact on climate
change from wastewater and sludge collection and treatment. Wastewater collection and treatment projects generate positive
externalities, including avoided public health costs, environmental benefits of improved water quality and reduced greenhouse
gas emissions. Overall, these environmental, climate and social benefits would not be achieved to the same extent without
public intervention.

Early Warning System
COLOGNE SUSTAINABLE WASTEWATER NETWORK PROGRAM

EIB-20230685

Early Warning System https://ews.rightsindevelopment.org/ ews@rightsindevelopment.org

https://ews.rightsindevelopment.org/
https://ews.rightsindevelopment.org/
mailto:ews@rightsindevelopment.org


Early Warning System Project Analysis

The project components do not affect any Natura 2000 areas, but two national protected areas are affected. For the
construction of the new culvert, two of the tunnel shafts are located within the national protected area of “Flittarder Rheinaue”
and the neighbouring national protected area of “Rhein, Rheinauen und Uferbereiche von Flittard bis Rodenkirchen”.

During the construction period of the new sludge transport pipe and the new culvert under the River Rhine, small temporary
negative impacts to the environment are expected, such as noise and dust, which will be mitigated as much as feasible.

During operation, only the new culvert under the River Rhine is expected to have small permanent negative impacts on the
environment due to the removal of some vegetation at the location of the access shafts in a national protected area.

To allow the construction of the new culvert, a primary school had to be temporarily moved to another nearby location. The
relocation was necessary in order not to expose the school to construction site emissions. The relocation was carried out
according to the specifications of the involved offices of the city of Cologne, affecting around 180 persons (pupils and
teachers).

The construction of the new sludge transport pipe and the new culvert under the River Rhine may have some temporary
negative social impacts during the construction period, such as the possible disruption of utility services and road traffic, noise
and temporary occupation of public and private space.
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Investment Description

European Investment Bank (EIB)

A framework loan.
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Private Actors Description

The Promoter and Borrower of the project is the Stadtentwässerungsbetriebe Köln (StEB Köln). StEB Köln is collecting and
treating wastewater from around 1.1 million customers in the City of Cologne.
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Private Actor 1
Private Actor
1 Role

Private Actor
1 Sector Relation Private Actor 2

Private Actor
2 Role

Private Actor
2 Sector

- - - - Stadtentwässerungsbetriebe Köln (StEB Köln) Client -
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Contact Information

No contacts available at the time of disclosure.

ACCESS TO INFORMATION

You can submit an information request for project information at: https://www.eib.org/en/infocentre/registers/request-
form/request-form-default.htm

ACCOUNTABILITY MECHANISM OF EIB

The EIB Complaints Mechanism is designed to facilitate and handle complaints against the EIB by individuals, organizations or
corporations affected by EIB activities. When exercising the right to lodge a complaint against the EIB, any member of the
public has access to a two-tier procedure, one internal - the Complaints Mechanism Office - and one external - the European
Ombudsman. A complaint can be lodged via a written communication addressed to the Secretary General of the EIB, via email
to the dedicated email address: complaints@eib.org, by completing the online complaint form available at the following
address: http://www.eib.org/complaints/form via fax or delivered directly to the EIB Complaints Mechanism Division, any EIB
local representation office or any EIB staff. For further details, check:
http://www.eib.org/attachments/strategies/complaints_mechanism_policy_en.pdf

When dissatisfied with a complaint to the EIB Complaints Mechanism, citizens can then turn towards the European
Ombudsman. A memorandum of Understanding has been signed between the EIB and the European Ombudsman establishes
that citizens (even outside of the EU if the Ombudsman finds their complaint justified) can turn towards the Ombudsman on
issues related to 'maladministration' by the EIB. Note that before going to the Ombudsman, an attempt must be made to
resolve the case by contacting the EIB. In addition, the complaint must be made within two years of the date when the facts on
which your complaint is based became known to you. You can write to the Ombudsman in any of the languages of the
European Union. Additional details, including filing requirements and complaint forms, are available at:
http://www.ombudsman.europa.eu/atyourservice/interactiveguide.faces
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Bank Documents

Environmental and Social Data Sheet (ESDS) - COLOGNE SUSTAINABLE WASTEWATER NETWORK PROGRAM
Project data sheet(s) - COLOGNE SUSTAINABLE WASTEWATER NETWORK PROGRAM
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