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Quick Facts

Countries Eswastini
Financial Institutions African Development Bank (AFDB)
Status Approved
Bank Risk Rating U
Voting Date 2020-03-30
Borrower Government of Eswatini
Sectors Agriculture and Forestry
Investment Type(s) Loan
Investment Amount (USD) $ 1.65 million
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Project Description

According to bank documents, The overall goal of study is to contribute to food security, poverty reduction and resilience to
climate change, through supporting water and irrigation infrastructure development in Eswatini. The specific objectives of the
intervention are to: i) conduct feasibility studies for the construction of dams at Mahamba Gorge and Ethemba on the
Mkhondvo River to enable the transfer of water to the Ngwavuma River; and for the construction of a dam at Mpakeni on the
Ngwavuma River to enable the conveyance of water to downstream areas for irrigation; ii) prepare detailed designs and
bidding documents for the new dams to be constructed at Mahamba Gorge, Ethemba and Mpakeni as well as the conveyance
system to irrigation areas downstream; and iii) mobilize resources for the construction of the dams and conveyance system
through an investor conference.

The present intervention relates to the Mkondvo-Ngwavuma Water Augmentation Program (MNWAP) Study. The project
consists of conducting feasibility studies for the construction of a dam on the Mkondvo River at Mahamba Gorge and the
transfer of water to the Mahosha River (a tributary of the Ngwavuma River), for the purpose of increasing the low flow of the
Ngwavuma River. It was designed because of the key role of agriculture and water development in supporting inclusive growth,
job creation and poverty alleviation in Eswatini. The project aims to contribute to food security, poverty reduction and
resilience to climate change by supporting the development of water and irrigation infrastructure in Eswatini. The MNWAP will
provide very important employment and income generation opportunities for women and youth. The study has four (04) main
components, namely: (i) Mpakeni Dam and Water Supply and Irrigation Development Plan and Bidding Documents, (ii)
Feasibility Study for the Mkhondvo-Ngwavuma Water Resources Augmentation Project, (iii) Strategic Environmental Impact
Assessment, and (iv) Detailed Design and Bidding Documents for the Water Resources Augmentation Option.
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Investment Description

African Development Bank (AFDB)
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Contact Information

Name SOLIMAN Wael Mohamed Roshdy
w.soliman@afdb.org 

ACCOUNTABILITY MECHANISM OF AfDB

The Independent Review Mechanism (IRM), which is administered by the Compliance Review and Mediation Unit (CRMU), is the
independent complaint mechanism and fact-finding body for people who have been or are likely to be adversely affected by
an African Development Bank (AfDB)-financed project. If you submit a complaint to the IRM, it may assist you by either seeking
to address your problems by facilitating a dispute resolution dialogue between you and those implementing the project and/or
investigating whether the AfDB complied with its policies to prevent environmental and social harms. You can submit a
complaint electronically by emailing crmuinfo@afdb.org, b.kargougou@afdb.org, b.fall@afdb.org, and/or s.toure@afdb.org. You
can learn more about the IRM and how to file a complaint at https://www.afdb.org/en/independent-review-mechanism/.
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