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Quick Facts

Countries Comoros
Specific Location Karthala, Grande Comores
Financial Institutions African Development Bank (AFDB)
Status Approved
Bank Risk Rating U
Voting Date 2024-12-11
Borrower Government of the Union of the Comoros
Sectors Energy
Investment Type(s) Grant
Investment Amount (USD) $ 26.59 million
Grant Amount (USD) $ 26.59 million
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Project Description

As stated by the AfDB, the Union of the Comoros is currently experiencing an electricity production deficit due to operating and
maintenance conditions that have rendered several generating units unavailable. In this emergency situation, the country has
turned to the purchase of diesel generators, whose production costs are relatively high, to make up the production deficit and
meet demand. Geothermal power offers a more cost-effective solution to electricity generation, which is needed not only to
add more intermittent power generation capacity, but also to ensure the viability of the sector. Indeed, the project will deliver
a production cost of 11 cents USD per kWh, while the country's electricity tariff is among the highest in Africa at 44 cents
USD/kWh.

The Comoros archipelago faces difficulties in fuel supply (diesel) and lacks economies of scale for power generation. In Grande
Comores, with an installed capacity of 17 MW and an unconstrained peak demand estimated at around 11 MW, this implies
that generation capacity is sufficient; however, the high cost of imported petroleum products used for thermal power
generation and the poor financial situation of Comorian utility providers make it difficult to purchase fuel in sufficient quantities
to meet demand. In order to reduce its dependence on imported petroleum products, the Government of Comoros is pursuing
a geothermal exploration program on Grande Comores, with a view to developing a geothermal power plant.
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Investment Description

African Development Bank (AFDB)
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Contact Information

AfDB Team Leader:

Eric Pregnon 
Email: e.pregnon@afdb.org 

ACCESS TO INFORMATION

You can submit an information request for project information at: https://www.afdb.org/en/disclosure-and-access-to-
information/request-for-documents. Under the AfDBÕs Disclosure and Access to Information policy, if you feel the Bank has
omitted to publish information or your request for information is unreasonably denied, you can file an appeal at
https://www.afdb.org/en/disclosure-and-access-to-information/appeals-process.

ACCOUNTABILITY MECHANISM OF AfDB

The Independent Review Mechanism (IRM), which is administered by the Compliance Review and Mediation Unit (CRMU), is the
independent complaint mechanism and fact-finding body for people who have been or are likely to be adversely affected by
an African Development Bank (AfDB)-financed project. If you submit a complaint to the IRM, it may assist you by either seeking
to address your problems by facilitating a dispute resolution dialogue between you and those implementing the project and/or
investigating whether the AfDB complied with its policies to prevent environmental and social harms. You can submit a
complaint electronically by emailing crmuinfo@afdb.org, b.kargougou@afdb.org, b.fall@afdb.org, and/or s.toure@afdb.org. You
can learn more about the IRM and how to file a complaint at: https://www.afdb.org/en/independent-review-mechanism/
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Bank Documents

ETUDE D’IMPACT ENVIRONNEMENTAL ET SOCIAL (EIES) RELATIVES A L’OUVERTURE D’UNE ROUTE D’ACCES , AUX
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