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Quick Facts
Countries India
Specific Location Karnataka
Financial Institutions Asian Development Bank (ADB)
Status Proposed
Bank Risk Rating A
Borrower Karnataka Rural Road Development Agency
Sectors Infrastructure, Transport
Investment Type(s) Loan
Investment Amount (USD) $ 365.00 million
Early Warning System https://ews.rightsindevelopment.org/

ADB-59160-001

ews@rightsindevelopment.org


https://ews.rightsindevelopment.org/
https://ews.rightsindevelopment.org/
mailto:ews@rightsindevelopment.org

I'I' Early Warning System ADB-59160-001
I I Karnataka Rural Roads Improvement Project

Project Description

According to the Bank’s website, a $365 million loan is proposed for Karnataka's road sector to construct and improve
approximately 5,000 km of rural roads. The selected rural roads are part of Karnataka's District Rural Road Plan (DRRP) and
were assessed and prioritized using a multi-criteria analysis developed through PMGSY. The project design focuses on building
an all-weather, climate-resilient, and sustainable rural road network through (i) climate-resilient engineering designs
(adequate drainage, raised road embankments in flood-prone areas, resilient pavement materials, slope protection in hilly
terrain); (ii) strengthened institutional capacity for better planning, asset management, and maintenance of rural roads; and
(iii) integration of innovative practices such as nature-based solutions, geotextiles and soil stabilization techniques tailored to
local conditions. These interventions will ensure the roads remain serviceable year-round, even under extreme weather
conditions, thereby protecting investments and connectivity benefits over the long term. The project integrates targeted
climate adaptation measures to strengthen Karnataka's transport resilience and supports India's commitments under its
Nationally Determined Contributions by enhancing climate-resilient infrastructure in vulnerable rural areas.

Rural connectivity projects are aligned with the Government of Karnataka's long-term vision to promote balanced regional
development and reduce regional disparities, as articulated in the Vision 2030: Strategies and Action Plan for Karnataka and
the mandate of the Kalyana Karnataka Regional Development Board. At the national level, the project complements the
Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana (PMGSY) and related rural infrastructure initiatives that prioritize all-weather rural
connectivity as a foundation for poverty reduction and rural economic growth. The project is also consistent with India's
climate policy framework, particularly its emphasis on climate-resilient infrastructure development. India's National Action Plan
on Climate Change highlights the need for adaptation measures across vulnerable sectors, as this project contributes to those
objectives by integrating climate-resilient design features into rural road improvements.
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Early Warning System Project Analysis

Environment: A
Involuntary Resettlement: C
Indigenous Peoples: B
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Investment Description

e Asian Development Bank (ADB)

The financing amount is $365,000,000, which will be financed on a loan basis by ADB’s ordinary capital resources.
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Contact Information

No contacts available at the time of disclosure.

ACCESS TO INFORMATION

You can submit an information request for project information at: https://www.adb.org/forms/request-information-form

ADB has a two-stage appeals process for requesters who believe that ADB has denied their request for information in violation
of its Access to Information Policy. You can learn more about filing an appeal at: https://www.adb.org/site/disclosure/appeals

ACCOUNTABILITY MECHANISM OF ADB

The Accountability Mechanism is an independent complaint mechanism and fact-finding body for people who believe they are
likely to be, or have been, adversely affected by an Asian Development Bank-financed project. If you submit a complaint to the
Accountability Mechanism, they may investigate to assess whether the Asian Development Bank is following its own policies
and procedures for preventing harm to people or the environment. You can learn more about the Accountability Mechanism
and how to file a complaint at: http://www.adb.org/site/accountability-mechanism/main.
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