










Strategic Eligibility Committee  

Regional Public Goods Initiative 

Vice-presidency for Countries and Regional Integration 

Inter-American Development Bank 

BPR@iadb.org  

 

Dear Members of the Committee: 

The Ministry of Housing, Lands and Maintenance in the Government of Barbados 

is committed to fully support and participate in the execution of the regional project Home 

Is Where the Hurt Is: A Regional Framework for Stemming Disaster Losses in the 

Existing Housing Stock of the Caribbean as proposed for financing under the Initiative 

for the Promotion of Regional Public Goods.  

Home Is Where the Hurt Is: A Regional Framework for Stemming Disaster 

Losses in the Existing Housing Stock of the Caribbean is a regional initiative which 

seeks to address the governance gap associated with housing resilience in the 

Caribbean. It is believed that a regional approach is more efficient than separate national 

interventions because of the common threat, similar built-environment vulnerabilities, and 

shared legal foundation. The governance gap would be addressed by developing a 

regional framework for improving the resilience and capacity of the existing housing stock 

in the Caribbean through: (i) sample-based housing stock quality assessments; (ii) the 

preparation of a regional policy and operational manual for incorporating resilience in 

housing retrofits and home improvements; and (iii) the design and piloting of practice-

oriented capacity building workshops to mainstream the implementation of this 

framework. 

To this end, the Ministry will contribute resources in-kind for the equivalent of 

US$25,000. These contributions will finance staff time related to program coordination, 

virtual participation in workshops, and other administration expenses. We understand that 

the project is participating in a competition and there are no funds being provided or 

required at this time. We also request that the IDB be the executing agency for this 

proposal should it succeed, given the regional nature of this initiative and the Bank’s long 

and deep operational experience in the housing sector in the Caribbean.  

…/2 

 

   

 

              MINISTRY OF HOUSING, LANDS 
                 AND MAINTENANCE 

                     National Housing Corporation Building,  

                     “The Garden”, Country Road, St. Michael   

                   BARBADOS BB11081 
            Tel: No: (246) 536-5000              

 
 

        Our Ref:  
           In Replying, the above Number and  
            Date of this Letter should be quoted 

  Date: August 13, 2025 

    

mailto:BPR@iadb.org


-2- 

                    August 13, 2025 

           

Strategic Eligibility Committee  

Regional Public Goods Initiative 

Vice-presidency for Countries and Regional Integration 

 

This RPG is a priority for the Ministry as it is an opportunity to address a persistent 

vulnerability in our housing stock and to further integrate Caribbean economies through 

policy harmonization. The Ministry confirms its commitment to promote and support the 

protection of Barbadians through a more resilient housing stock, through this IDB project 

and beyond.  

Yours sincerely, 

 

 
H. NIKI SMITH 

Permanent Secretary 

 

 

HNS/pb 

 
 
 



 
 

ANY REPLY OR SUBSEQUENT REFERENCE SHOULD BE ADDRESSED TO THE 
FINANCIAL SECRETARY AND THE FOLLOWING REFERENCE NUMBER QUOTED:- 
 
Telephone No. 922-8600-16 
Website: http://www.mof.gov.jm 
Email: info@mof.gov.jm 

MINISTRY OF FINANCE AND THE PUBLIC SERVICE  
30 NATIONAL HEROES CIRCLE 

P.O. BOX 512 
KINGSTON 

JAMAICA 

                       
                                                                                                                          September 2, 2025 

Ms. Natacha Marzolf  
Country Representative 
Inter-American Development Bank  
6 Montrose Road 
Kingston 6 
 

Dear Ms. Marzolf, 
 

Re: The Government of Jamaica’s Letter of No Objection to the Inter-American Development Bank 
for Jamaica’s Participation in a Regional Public Goods (RPG) Proposal on Housing Resilience 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

The Ministry of Finance and the Public Service (MOFPS) notes by way of communication received from 
the Planning Institute of Jamaica (PIOJ) the opportunity for the Ministry of Economic Growth and Job 
Creation (MEGJC) to participate in the captioned Inter-American Development Bank Regional Public 
Goods Technical Cooperation (TC). 
 
The MOFPS has been informed that the TC will seek to address the governance gap associated with 
housing resilience in the Caribbean region. More specifically, that it is anticipated that a regional 
framework focused on improving the resilience and capacity of the existing housing stock in the 
Caribbean will be developed through, inter alia, housing stock assessments and the implementation of a 
regional policy and operational manual to govern housing retrofits and home improvements.  
 
The Ministry notes that no indicative budget has been assigned to the TC at this time as the project is 
still under competitive consideration. The Government of Jamaica (GOJ) however, stands ready to 
provide in-kind resources equivalent to US$25,000 to finance staff time related to programme 
coordination, virtual participation in workshops and other administration expenses. 
 
Given the expected benefits, particularly as it relates to the envisaged growth of the housing industry 
and the integration of Caribbean economies, the MOFPS on behalf of the GOJ hereby provides its no 
objection for Jamaica’s participation in the regional TC and welcomes the Project’s implementation by 
the IDB. 
 
The continued support and partnership of the IDB is appreciated and the GOJ looks forward to the 
favourable response of the Bank in this regard. 
 

Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Rose Lemonius-Stewart (Mrs.) 
For Financial Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 

cc.  Mrs. Arlene Williams - Permanent Secretary, MEGJC 
       Ms. Barbara Scott - Deputy Director General, External Cooperation Management Division, PIOJ        
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