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PROJECT INFORMATION DOCUMENT (PID) 
IDENTIFICATION/CONCEPT STAGE 

Report No.:  PIDC33705

Project Name Capacity Building of the Pakistan Bureau of Statistics
Region SOUTH ASIA
Country Pakistan
Sector(s) Central government administration (100%)
Theme(s) Other public sector governance (100%)
Lending Instrument Lending Instrument
Project ID P151554
Borrower Name Islamic Republic of Pakistan
Implementing Agency Pakistan Bureau of Statistics, Pakistan Bureau of Statistics
Environment Category C - Not Required
Date PID Prepared 22-Sep-2015
Estimated Date of Approval 29-Jul-2015
Initiation Note Review 
Decision

The review did authorize the preparation to continue

I. Introduction and Context
Country Context
This project's main objective is to begin the work of building the capacity of the Pakistan Bureau of 
Statistics on a range of dimensions. These include the re-basing of the CPI; training PBS staff on 
sampling; improving the design and implementation of the HIES/PSLM as well as the Population 
census, the Agricultural Censuses, and pilot CAPI for the collection of price data for the CPI. This 
will entail developing custom software solutions, the provision of tablets to support the training of 
interviewers for the shift to CAPI for price data collection, and technical support with software and 
hardware issues that may arise. The PBS has ndicated that they would like to pursue on open source 
solution based on Open Data Kit (ODK).

  

Sectoral and Institutional Context
PBS has a long history of producing  a number of surveys of good quality. The challenge they face 
now is that their systems for data management as well as for the implementation of surveys etc has 
become  quite outdated and it has been over 25 years since any serious capacity building effort has 
been undertaken. There is also a much greater need for timely and sufficiently dis-aggregated data 
to support the effort to ensure equitable access to key services after decentralization.  This grant is a 
small beginning towards the much larger effort required

  
Relationship to CAS/CPS/CPF
Monitoring and tracking progress on well being, whether for the poorest or for the bottom of the 
distribution, requires reliable high quality and relevant data. This is explicitly stated as an objective 
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in the 2015-19 CPF.

II. Project Development Objective(s)
Proposed Development Objective(s)
To help the Pakistan Bureau of Statistics with: the re-basing of the CPI; improving sampling for the 
HIES, Population and Agricultural Censuses; the implementation of the HIES/PSLM; and the 
implementation of CAPI to collect price data.

  
Key Results
New samples for the HIES, Population census and Agricultural census 
Re-based CPI 
Custom CAPI software 
Successful pilot to expand price data collection to rural areas and move to a CPI based price data 
collection.

III. Preliminary Description
Concept Description
This project's main objective is to provide support to PBS to: rebase the CPI; improve sampling for 
HIES/PSLM as well as the Population and Agricultural Censuses, and pilot CAPI for the collection 
of price data for the CPI. This will entail developing custom software solutions, as well as providing 
additional equipment to support interviewers, as well as technical support with software and 
hardware issues that may arise. The PBS has indicated that they would like to pursue on open source 
solution based on Open Data Kit (ODK). The TF will fund international consultants who are experts 
in CPI rebasing and sampling ($60k) and support the development of software based on ODK that 
can promote the use of CAPI ($20k), the implementation of price pilot ($32k) as well as additional 
funds to procure tablets ($28k), and ongoing technical support ($20k). The outputs will be new 
samples for the surveys and censuses; the rebased CPI, custom CAPI software, and a price pilot 
using CAPI.

IV. Safeguard Policies that Might Apply
Safeguard Policies Triggered by the Project Yes No TBD
Environmental Assessment OP/BP 4.01 ✖

Natural Habitats OP/BP 4.04 ✖

Forests OP/BP 4.36 ✖

Pest Management OP 4.09 ✖

Physical Cultural Resources OP/BP 4.11 ✖

Indigenous Peoples OP/BP 4.10 ✖

Involuntary Resettlement OP/BP 4.12 ✖

Safety of Dams OP/BP 4.37 ✖

Projects on International Waterways OP/BP 7.50 ✖

Projects in Disputed Areas OP/BP 7.60 ✖

V. Financing (in USD Million)
Total Project Cost: 0.14 Total Bank Financing: 0
Financing Gap: 0
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Financing Source Amount
Borrower 0
Trust Fund for Statistical Capacity Building 0.14

VI. Contact point
World Bank
Contact: Ghazala Mansuri
Title: Lead Economist
Tel: 458-4639
Email: gmansuri@worldbank.org

Borrower/Client/Recipient
Name: Islamic Republic of Pakistan
Contact: Mohammad Saleem Sethi
Title: Secretary
Tel: 92-51-9212769
Email: secretary@ead.gov.pk

Implementing Agencies
Name: Pakistan Bureau of Statistics
Contact: Asif Bajwa
Title: Chief Statistician
Tel: 01192519106514
Email: chiefstat@pbs.gov.pk
Name: Pakistan Bureau of Statistics
Contact: Arif Cheema
Title: Member Prices
Tel: 01192519106514
Email: Arif Cheema <cheema.arif.pbs@gmail.com>

VII.For more information contact:
The InfoShop 
The World Bank 
1818 H Street, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20433 
Telephone: (202) 458-4500 
Fax: (202) 522-1500 
Web: http://www.worldbank.org/infoshop


