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Literature evidence on the proposed modalities of HA-J0008

CASH TRANSFERS: 
Studies suggest that cash transfer programs are linked to reduced mortality among children under five and women.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  	CCT on adult and child mortality | Nature.] 


Richterman, A., Millien, C., Bair, E.F. et al. The effects of cash transfers on adult and child mortality in low- and middle-income countries. Nature 618, 575–582 (2023). https://doi.org/10.1038/s41586-023-06116-2 

CASH FOR WORK (C4W): 
C4W are effective create small-scale infrastructure while providing participants with extra income, enabling them to meet essential daily needs like food and medicine, and facilitating access to education.[footnoteRef:2] Cash for work programs in fragile countries have been studied extensively, and several pieces of literature have reported positive results. Here are some references that highlight the benefits of cash for work programs in such contexts:   [2:  	C4W programs in fragile settings.] 


· "Cash for Work Programs in Fragile States: Lessons and Policy Implications" by World Bank (2011): This report provides an overview of cash for work programs in fragile states and emphasizes their positive impacts on livelihoods, community resilience, and conflict prevention.  

· "Cash-for-Work: Promoting Economic Recovery and Reintegration in Fragile States" by International Labour Organization (2013): This publication examines the role of cash for work programs in promoting economic recovery and reintegration in fragile states, with a focus on their positive effects on employment, income generation, and social stability.  

· "Cash for Work in Post-Conflict Situations: A Review of Experience" by the United Nations Development Programme (2015): This review analyzes the outcomes of cash for work programs in post-conflict settings and highlights their positive contributions to peacebuilding, community engagement, and infrastructure development. 

· "Cash for Work in Fragile Contexts: A Review of Current Practice and Lessons Learned" by Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) (2018): This study examines the effectiveness of cash for work interventions in fragile contexts, emphasizing positive outcomes such as increased income, reduced poverty, improved infrastructure, and enhanced social cohesion. 

· "The Impact of Cash for Work Programs on Economic and Social Empowerment in Fragile Contexts" by the International Rescue Committee (2019): This research article explores the impacts of cash for work programs in fragile contexts, highlighting positive effects such as increased employment opportunities, income generation, skill development, and empowerment of vulnerable individuals.  

· "Cash and In-Kind Transfers in Humanitarian Settings: A Review of Evidence and Knowledge Gaps." This systematic review assesses evidence from studies in low- and middle-income countries to summarize the knowledge on the effects of non-contributory humanitarian assistance interventions, including cash-based transfers. It examines their impact on basic needs, financial outcomes, gender, human development, and social cohesion, while also identifying knowledge gaps and suggesting future research avenues​ (WFP)​.

· "Liberia's Cash for Work Temporary Employment Project: Responding to Crisis in Low Income, Fragile Countries." It discusses how these programs were implemented in Liberia to help the poor cope with crises by increasing their earnings through community-level work. The paper explores the program's reach, its impact, and offers lessons learned for future implementations in similar contexts​ (Open Knowledge World Bank)​.

· Other resources
· World Bank (2012) in Sierra Leone: Cash for Work in Sierra Leone : A Case Study on the Design and Implementation of a Safety Net in Response to a Crisis (worldbank.org) 
· World Bank (2011) in Liberia: Liberia's Cash for Work Temporary Employment Project : Responding to Crisis in Low Income, Fragile Countries (worldbank.org)
· DIE (2020) in Jordan: Community effects of cash-for-work programmes in Jordan: supporting social cohesion, more equitable gender roles and local economic development in contexts of flight and migration (die-gdi.de) 
· Oxfam (2019) in Jordan: Livelihoods in the Za'atari Camp: Impact evaluation of Oxfam’s Cash for Work activities in the Za’atari camp (Jordan) - Oxfam Policy & Practice  

COMMUNITY DRIVEN MODALITIES: 
A community-driven approach in C4W programs fosters local development and strengthens community bonds, helping engage youth positively and diverting them from gang activities.[footnoteRef:3] Twenty years of cash-transfer programs in the region show that a strategic focus on regions with high poverty and similar socio-economic characteristics is key to effective geographic targeting. Some evidence-based literature is as follows: [3:  	Community Driven & C4W.] 


· World Bank's Sustainable and Inclusive Communities Initiative: This initiative highlights the role of community-driven development (CDD) programs in providing a flexible and effective way to deliver cash and basic services to the poorest and most vulnerable communities. These programs are especially crucial in facing emerging challenges and supporting local recovery (World Bank).

· IFAD's Evaluation on Community-driven Development: IFAD's Independent Office of Evaluation (IOE) conducted an evaluation that confirms the effectiveness of CDD in delivering tangible benefits to impoverished and marginalized communities. The evaluation also explored CDD's potential to address issues like social exclusion, climate change adaptation, and food security through localized approaches (IFAD).

· World Bank's Community-Driven Development Results Profile: This profile showcases the success of CDD as an approach that empowers community groups to control development decisions and resources. It has been a key strategy for the World Bank, enhancing livelihoods, delivering cost-effective infrastructure, and improving community dynamics (World Bank). 
STRENGTENING OF HEALTHCARE NETWORK: 
Strengthening decentralized healthcare networks is critical to improving health system performance, particularly in low and middle-income countries. This approach brings services closer to communities, allowing for greater local participation in healthcare planning and decision-making, which leads to more responsive and tailored services.[footnoteRef:4] Some evidence-based is as follows: [4:  	Eboreime et. al, 2018 and Bhuputra et Thakur, 2016.] 


· Ejemai Amaize Eboreime, Nonhlanhla Nxumalo, Rohit Ramaswamy, John Eyles, Strengthening decentralized primary healthcare planning in Nigeria using a quality improvement model: how contexts and actors affect implementation, Health Policy and Planning, Volume 33, Issue 6, July 2018, Pages 715–728, https://doi.org/10.1093/heapol/czy042
· Panda, B., Thakur, H.P. Decentralization and health system performance – a focused review of dimensions, difficulties, and derivatives in India. BMC Health Serv Res 16 (Suppl 6), 561 (2016). https://doi.org/10.1186/s12913-016-1784-9

EARLY CHILDHOOD DEVELOPMENT (ECD) AND YOUTH INCLUSION: 
Specific to children and young people, structured nurturing environments from a very early age, coupled with positive engagements such as play and learn during adolescence, can significantly contribute to the well-being of children and young people, steering them away from negative influences like gang involvement and crime.[footnoteRef:5] Some literature Review on Safe Spaces and Behavioral Change for Children and Youth at Risk is: [5:  	Safe spaces & behavioral change.] 

 
· "Changing Course: Preventing Youth From Joining Gangs," a collaboration between the National Institute of Justice and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, emphasizes the need for early prevention efforts. It points out that the majority of youths join gangs between the ages of 11 and 15, and strong families serve as a major protective factor against gang involvement. The publication suggests that very early prevention programs, targeting low-income pregnant mothers and families with young children, show promising results. It also highlights the importance of community involvement in reaching at-risk youths and addressing gender-specific concerns, as girls also join gangs in large numbers​ (National Institute of Justice). 
 
· Furthermore, an OJP publication underscores the significant burden that gangs place on law enforcement and public health systems. Preventative efforts are crucial, as addressing the issue after youths have already joined gangs may not be sufficient for a lasting reduction in gang activity. This stresses the importance of preventing young people from joining gangs in the first place (Office of Justice Programs). 
 
· Sports and arts programs play a significant role in preventing vulnerable youth from falling into gangs and criminality. The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) emphasizes the use of sports as a tool for peace and crime prevention. Their initiatives aim to build resilience in at-risk youth by strengthening life skills and reducing factors related to crime, violence, and drug use. The initiative highlights the importance of sports in fostering knowledge and developing life skills to influence positive behavior and attitudes among youth, steering them away from anti-social activities (UNODC). 
 
· Research conducted by the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign also underscores the potential effectiveness of recreation programs, including sports, arts, music, and crafts, in multi-approach prevention, intervention, and rehabilitation initiatives aimed at mitigating youth gang involvement and violence. The study highlights the importance of including former gang members in program planning and delivery to ensure the relevance and appropriateness of the services provided to at-risk youth (AHS.illinois). 


