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Grant 0731-BAN: COVID-19 Emergency Assistance Project
APDRF Government of Japan for COVID19 US$ 3.00 million

Health - Health sector development and reform

The Asia Pacific Disaster Response Fund (APDRF) will help alleviate the government's immediate financial, logistics, and other constraints to meet
immediate needs and deliver appropriate medical services, where required. The APDRF grant is intended, therefore, to be used to finance the
procurement of essential medicines, medical equipment and infection control supplies such as personal protective equipment required for COVID-19
preparedness and emergency response.

The World Health Organization (WHO) declared the coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) as a public health emergency of international concern on 30
January 2020, and thereafter characterized COVID-19 as a pandemic on 11 March 2020. No vaccine or specific therapeutic medicine is currently
available for COVID-19. The Directorate General of Health Services (DGHS) reported its first case of COVID-19 on 8 March 2020. As of 23 July 2020, the
number of cases has reached 207,453 including 2,668 deaths. The COVID-19 outbreak has steadily increased since 4 April 2020, and currently stands
at 1,218 per 1 million people. Bangladesh now faces a situation of accelerated community transmission. All 64 districts have confirmed COVID-19
cases as of 23 July 2020. Due to high population density, and a substantial share of the urban population living in informal settlements, the number of
confirmed cases is expected to increase exponentially across the country in the coming days and weeks, and will continue to exert significant stress
on the health system, including hospitals in cities as well as districts and upazilas. The government is facing severe challenges as the health system
capacity is not adequate to manage the increasing COVID-19 caseload. There are 80 identified laboratories that can conduct approximately 18,000
tests per day, which is considered inadequate given the size of the population. The capacity of 629 institutional quarantine centers across 64 districts
is limited, accommodating only 31,991 people. Health workers and police officials, engaged in enforcing physical distancing, are particularly at risk of
contracting the disease. Following WHO's Strategic Preparedness and Response Plan for COVID-19, the government adopted a National Preparedness
and Response Plan (NPRP) to prevent and control COVID-19, and to reduce its impact on the health, wellbeing and economy of the country on 18
March 2020. The NPRP aims to limit local transmission and prevent further entry of the disease in the country and seeks to strengthen surveillance,
tracking, testing, isolation, caring and treatment efforts. A country wide lockdown was imposed on 26 March 2020 under which all public and private
offices, except emergency services, were closed. On 20 May 2020, the government imposed a complete lockdown on 400 upazilas, and a partial
lockdown on 38 upazilas. On 21 June 2020, certain areas of 10 districts were declared as _Red Zone._ The government has taken several initiatives to
combat the impact of COVID-19, including (a) allocating $26 million to the health sector for setting up isolation centers and testing laboratories in
different districts; (b) commencing direct cash transfers of $150 million to 5 million poor families; and (c) providing food aid of 400,000 metric tons of
rice and 100,000 metric tons of wheat for the poor who lost their jobs due to the COVID-19 pandemic. The country-wide lockdown and temporary
suspension of businesses is slowing down the economy. A study by the South Asian Network for Economic Modeling revealed that the poverty rate
may rise to 40.9% if COVID-19 causes a 25% fall in household income due to the shutdown. Under this context, the government sent a request to ADB
seeking assistance to support its response to the impacts of COVID-19 On 23 July 2020.
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ADB provides the information contained in this project data sheet (PDS) solely as a resource for its users without any form of
assurance. Whilst ADB tries to provide high quality content, the information are provided "as is" without warranty of any kind, either
express or implied, including without limitation warranties of merchantability, fitness for a particular purpose, and non-infringement.
ADB specifically does not make any warranties or representations as to the accuracy or completeness of any such information.




