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I. INTRODUCTION 

A. Background 

1. The Government of Sri Lanka (GOSL) has provided substantial funding for the 
development of rural road sector under various development programs, especially under donor 
funded programs, during the last two decades. In this process, major challenges encountered by 
the authorities were rehabilitation and expansion of the existing rural road network to connect 
rural villages with socio-economic centers. There is no doubt that the poor and vulnerable are 
benefited immensely from improving rural roads that provide access to services such as 
education, health, agriculture extension and provision of information. It creates conditions for 
better access of people to services, and of services to the villages. Such improvements 
reduce the perception of isolation and remoteness of the poor. It is accepted that poverty is a 
multidimensional phenomenon, in which lack of income is only one component. Better access 
to the urban and semi-urban areas creates many job opportunities, market opportunities and 
more social and economic benefits leading to   reduce poverty.  
 
2. With the objective of addressing those issues and to deliver quick benefits to the rural 
community, the GOSL initiated the Integrated Road Investment Program (iRoad program) in 
Southern, Central, Sabargamuwa, North Central and North Western Provinces and Kalutara 
District of Western Province. The investment program is financed under a Multi tranche Financing 
Facility (MFF) funded by the Asian Development Bank (ADB).  Based on the success of this 
program the GoSL now intends to extend the program in to Northern, Eastern, Uva and Western 
Provinces. The program will be called Second Integrated Road Investment Program of iRoad 2 
Program. 

B. The program and purpose of this report 

3. The iRoad 2 program also to be financed by ADB under the same loan modality will 
rehabilitate, improve and maintain around 3,650 km roads belonging to Pradeshiya Sabha (PS), 
Provincial Road Development (PRDA) and Road Development Authority (RDA) in Northern, 
Eastern, Uva and Western Provinces. All rehabilitation and improvement works are to be carried 
out within the available (existing) Right of Way (ROW)1 of each road hence avoiding any 
involuntary displacement of people. The program will be executed by the Ministry of Higher 
Education and Highways (MoHEH) and RDA will be implementing the program with ADB financing 
of about 900 US dollars. 
 
4. Survey and Preliminary Engineering (SAPE) works are now been carried out in these 
provinces by RDA. A Resettlement Framework (RF) has been developed for this investment 
program, and it is required to carry out a Due Diligence survey on any incidences of possible 
Involuntary Resettlement and a sample based Socio-economic survey to prepared an “Involuntary 
Resettlement Due Diligence and Socio-economic Profile” Report for each province considered 
under iRoad 2 program. This report is prepared to fulfill above requirement in Western Province, 
where selected set of PS, PRDA and RDA roads will be rehabilitated, improved and maintained2.  
 

                                                
1 ROW is referred to as the road corridor between wall to wall, fence to fence or drain to drain of a particular 
road. For most of RDA and PRDA roads a road reservation has been gazetted. 
2 This list of roads is selected through a screening process. 
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C. Program Description 

5. The roads selected in Western Province include PS, PRDA and RDA roads. Rehabilitation 
works will include improving pavements/road surface, construction of side drains and 
embankments,   widening   or replacement of culverts, cause ways and bridges and other road 
furniture (signage boards). All rehabilitation and improvement works will be carried out mainly 
within the available Right of Way (ROW) of each candidate road. For PS and PRDA roads the 
improved carriageway width will be from 2.5 m to 5.5 m, while carriageway of roads under RDA 
will be improved up to 5.5 m to 8.0 m. 
 
6. Each district will include two (2) to four (4) civil works contract packages which will be 
based on the geographic spread of roads and cost of construction in each province. Unlike in 
iRoad program, there will be no separate national road component (Road Maintenance 
Contracts). All roads selected from Pradeshiya Sabha (PS), Provincial Road Development 
Authority (PRDA) and RDA roads (i.e. national roads) are considered in to one packaging system. 
Civil works related to rehabilitation and improvement of these roads will be carried out for two (2) 
years and rural roads will be maintained for another three (3) years, while the national roads will 
be maintained for five (5) years. Guide lines given in the RF will be followed during civil works and 
maintenance period of this investment program within Western Province. 

D. Selection of Roads 

7. The  RDA  Project  office  obtained  the  proposed  road  list  (long  list)  from  the  Chief 
Secretary of the Western Provincial  Council  and  has  prepared a  short-list  using  the following  
selection  criteria: 

1. Essential Criteria: 

 Should have the minimum ROW; on an average not less than 2.5 m. However, 
adequate land width should be available as specified in the typical cross sections 
developed for the program. 

 There will be no any land acquisition and thereby no any Involuntary Resettlement 
(IR). The  proposed  alignment  should  ensure  zero  or  minimal land  loss  with  
no impact to private properties or infrastructure (houses, shops etc.). 

 Number of Households (HH) using the road should be more than 50. 

 Roads   should   not   cross   the   environmental   sensitive   areas   and   places   
of archeological importance. 

 Should be a public road (no private roads) or a rural road.  

 Should be an access to one or more desirable criteria mentioned below. 

2. Desirable criteria 

 Should enhance the social and welfarE facilities of the community  –  Health,  
Education,  Govt. offices etc. 

 Should be an access to agriculture lands, weekly fare and other commercial 
centers 

 Should assist the livelihood activities such as dairy farming, inland fish industry 
and other industrial activities. 

 Availability of water and electricity facilities to the community live closer to the 
road 
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 Should be an access to improve low productive or unproductive lands, but there 
should be a potential for improvement after the road development. 

 The villages in backward situation or the community in unprivileged situation 
due to lack of proper road facilities. T h e  r oads m ak e  short-cuts a f t e r  
improvements will also be considered favorably. 

E. Details of the selected roads 

8. RDA has selected roads based on rehabilitation requirements in 8 Divisional Secretariat 
Divisions (DSDs) in Colombo District, 11 DSDs in Gampaha district and 13 DSDs in Kalutara 
district.  The proposed DSDs are presented in Table 1.1 below. Figure 1.1 shows the DS divisions 
in each district of Western Province. All these roads belong to Provincial Council, Urban Council 
or Pradeshiya Saba. 
 
9. The total number of selected roads in Colombo District is 185 and the cumulative length 
is 286km. In Gampaha District, the number of selected road is 207 and the length is 319km 
while in Kalutara number of selected roads is 117 and the length is 266km. The road list of 
each district with District map is given in Annex 1. 

Table 1: DSDs in each district of Uva province in which the project will be implemented 

District Divisional Secretariat Divisions that will be benefitted (No. of roads 
selected within DSD) 

Colombo 
Seethawaka (34), Padukka (41), Homagama (63), Kaduwela (16), 
Dehiwala (17), Moratuwa (4), Kesbewa (10), Maharagama (8) 

Gampaha 
Attanagalle (29), Weke (22), Mahara (30), Divulapitiya (54), Minuwangoda 
(8), Meerigama (17), Katana (13), Ja-ela (14), Kelaniya (3), Gampaha (14), 
Wattala (7) 

Kalutara 
Agalawatta (15), Bandaragama (6), Millaniya (10), Bulathsinhala (7), 
Dodangoda (10), Horana (14), Ingiriya (6), Kalutara (12), Maduruwela (7), 
Mathugama (9), Panadura (7), Walallawita (8), Beruwala (5) 
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Figure 1: Map indicating the DS divisions of Western Province 

10. This report is presented in two sections. Section one presents the findings of the IR due 
diligence survey, other socio-economic impacts that would occur due to the project and possible 
mitigation measures. Section two of the report presents the findings of the socio-economic profile 
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survey conducted within the project area considering a sample of 20% of Households (HH) who 
live along each road corridor. Section two of the report also includes information from secondary 
sources such as Department of Census and Statistics. 

1. Methods used to conduct IR due diligence, transect walk surveys and 
sample socioeconomic survey 

11. All 509 roads in Western province were visited during the period from 25 November, 2016 
to 25 February, 2017 where verification was done on the available ROW. Available road corridor 
width was measured especially at locations where the corridor appeared to be narrow. 
Discussions were held with public at such places to verify the actual road corridor. Such 
discussions were mostly held at FGDs when carrying out Involuntary Resettlement (IR) due 
diligence survey and HH survey.  
 
12. At the FGDs, public were informed well in advance of this activity through Grama Niladhari 
Officers of each Grama Niladhari Division (GND) to be benefitted from this program. In the HH 
survey, every fifth (5th) house along a road was enumerated using a structured questionnaire 
which was given in the resettlement framework. For roads that did not have the required sample 
size along the road, houses inside the villages were enumerated to obtain the required sample 
size. The method of household survey was in line with the guidelines given in the RF. The sample 
household survey was also conducted from 15 December, 2016 with data entry and analysis 
stretching up to 25 February, 2017.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2: Field survey works being carried out in Kalutara District 

13. The key maps prepared by RDA, Google earth maps and topographic maps of Survey 
Department were used for these surveys. 
 
14. Public awareness was done well in advance to the start of these surveys. The assistance 
of the Divisional Secretaries (DSs) was sought for these awareness programs, through a request 
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made by RDA (a sample of the letter from RDA to Divisional Secretary is annexed as Annex 2). 
Some DSs held meetings with GNs and instructed them to help the consultant and their field staff 
in mobilizing people for this purpose while some DSs informed GNs through letters of the 
importance of assisting consultants in mobilizing people. Following key factors were discussed 
during these sessions; 

 Public view on the existing road geometry and any improvements they suggest; 

 Willingness of public to donate land for the betterment of road improvement 
especially for road user safety and drainage improvements. 
 

II. DUE DILIGENCE REPORT ON INVOLUNTARY RESETTLEMENT 

15. Improvement of existing road surface to suit all weather conditions is the main scope of 
works under this investment program. Rehabilitation and improvement of existing drainage 
system which includes road side drains, culverts, causeways and bridges with small spans 
(around 3 to 5 m) will also be considered under the program. All these works will be carried out 
within the available ROW with exceptions where the need to improve safety and road side 
drainage may require. Changes in the design cross sections will be considered as the most 
suitable approach at such locations and failing so there would be requirements to take small strips 
of additional land from sides of the existing ROW. 
 
16. An independent verification on the availability of existing ROW and need or occurrence of 
any Involuntary Resettlement (IR) on each road selected to be rehabilitated, improved and 
maintained is required to be carried out as per the guidelines of RF. This section discuss the 
findings of this verification survey and other possible socio-economic impacts due to the proposed 
investment program in Colombo, Gampaha and Kaluthara districts in Western Province. 

A. Summary of field observations and verification 

17. The summary of field observations is presented in Annexure 3, while the Involuntary 
Resettlement Categorization Checklist for Western Province prepared based on these field 
observations is presented as Annexure 4. 
 
18. The field verification revealed that many of the roads in the Western Province have a 
corridor (ROW) of not less than 3.5 m, with some roads having ROW up to 6.0m. However, there 
are few roads which have narrow road sections of around 3.0 m. It was observed that any 
incidence of involuntary resettlement (on a permanent basis) will not occur if all improvements 
are done within the available ROW. Also, the projects will not have any livelihood impacts such 
as impact to roadside vendors. 

B. Other social impacts identified at site with mitigation measures 

19. Even though there will be no involuntary resettlement due to the proposed project, there 
will be other social impacts that would occur especially during construction period. Such issue 
may be temporary in nature but could lead to a nuisance to public and reflect negative to the 
program. Some of the issues which could arise during construction are discussed below with 
possible mitigation measures. 
 
20. Temporary road closure. During the construction period, roads will have to be closed 
either section by section or totally. During this period, some inconvenience will occur to the 
community, if precautions are not taken. Especially old persons, patients and school children will 



7 
 

 

face difficulties to travel to hospitals, clinics, schools etc. During the focused group discussions, 
this issue was discussed and villagers suggested alternative routes or close the road temporarily 
and accelerate the construction. They have already had similar experience in constructing some 
roads in previous occasions. It was suggested to inform the public at least one week ahead so 
that they can prepare themselves for the road closer period.  
 
21. Dust, noise and vibration impacts. The issue of dust will be a nuisance to households 
with Asthma patients, old persons, small children and at locations where schools, temples and 
village clinics are located.  
 
22. Hence precautionary measures should be taken to minimize dust, noise and vibration due 
to construction. It is required to carry out a property condition survey for structures close to road 
corridor. 
 
23. Disruption of electricity, water and telecommunication services. In many roads, these 
services will not be disturbed. In case, if there are such incidences occur the public should be 
informed in advance of interruption to the service due to shifting or relocation of utility lines. 
 
24. Impacts on natural water paths. It was observed that some communities extract water 
for irrigation from small local streams passing through culverts across the roads. There was a 
public opinion that such streams should not be permanently blocked due to the project as it will 
affect their cultivations.  
 
25. Accidents during construction stage. One main concern of people as highlighted at 
FGDs is security to their life due to road conditions. At present, they have security related 
problem due to dilapidated conditions of the road. They fear that they would have security 
problem because of tendency of drivers to drive fast in carpeted roads which are no much wide.  
There are possibilities for accidents during construction period and the following safety measures 
are proposed to address them. 

 Strict rules and regulations shall be imposed to contractors on safety measures 
functional during day time as well as night time because there are night time users 
of these roads especially in urban areas.  Necessary funds should be allocated for 
safety measures and control.   

 Some of these roads are used as shortcut access to towns. Therefore it is 
necessary  to inform the public in advance about the road closures. 

 Traffic control plan should be implemented by contractors with the assistance from 
RDA/ PIU and Police for the convenience of the commuters. Special arrangements 
should be introduced during traffic peak hours by imposing rules in driving heavy 
machineries etc.  

 It is necessary to complete the construction during given period with minimum 
extension and Implement the work during the dry months. Otherwise the road 
becomes slippery due to mud and as a result the passengers in public transport 
undergo severe difficulties etc.  

 Fix sign boards at the construction site and warning signs about the machinery 
work. Road safety measures also include guard stones, speed breakers, 
demarcation of pedestrian crossings and road edges for the safety for drivers and 
road users.   

 Removal of Trees will be kept to a minimum. Trees located close to the edge of 
shoulder will be painted  for safety measures where necessary. 
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 Demarcation of construction sites and restriction of public moving into construction 
areas is important to reduce public being injured due to construction works. Care 
should be taken to avoid any accidental damages to common properties such as 
wells, water springs, water pipelines etc.  
 

III. SOCIOECONOMIC ASSESSMENT AND GENDER PARTICIPATION REPORT 

26. This section discusses the findings of the sample socioeconomic survey which was carried 
out as part of this assessment (i.e. sample socioeconomic survey) and also includes the gender 
response to the proposed investment program in Western Province. Estimated Households (HH) 
in each district against the actual number of HHs which was enumerated in each district is 
presented in table 2.   

Table 2: Estimated and enumerated HH in each district of Western Province 

District 
Estimated 
No. of HH  

Required 
sample size 

Enumerated 
No. of HH 

Actual Percentage of 
sample size 

Colombo 40330 8066 8145 20.2 

Gampaha 45272 9055 9110 20.1 

Kalutara 38625 7725 8060 20.9 

Source: Sample Household Survey – 2016 under the iRoad project 

27. Roads selected in Western Province spread in a total of 32 DSDs (8 in Colombo, 11 in 
Gampaha and 13 in Kalutara) and pass through 184 GNDs in Colombo, 272 GNDs in Gampaha 
and 186 GNDs in Kalutara Table 3 presents the number of HH enumerated in each district. 

Table 3: Number of HH enumerated in each DSD 
District No DS Division No. of Roads No. of samples 

 
 
 
 
Colombo 

1 Seethawaka 34 1435 

2 Padukka 41 2105 

3 Homagama 63 3110 

4 Kaduwela 16 480 

5 Dehiwala 17 335 

6 Moratuwa 4 140 

7 Kesbewa 10 295 

8 Maharagama 8 245 

Total 193 8145 

 
 
 
 
 
Gampaha 
 
 

1 Attanagalla 29 1255 

2 Weke 22 1020 

3 Mahara 30 1460 

4 Divulapitiya 54 2505 

5 Minuwangoda 08 400 

6 Meerigama 17 555 

7 Katana 13 460 

8 Ja-ela 14 460 

9 Kelaniya 03 100 

10 Gampaha 14 610 

11 Wattala 07 285 

Total 211 9110 

 
 
 
 
Kalutara 

1 Agalawatta/Palindanuwara 15 830 

2 Bandaragama 06 460 

3 Millaniya 10 930 

4 Beruwala 05 250 

5 Bulathsinhala 07 570 
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District No DS Division No. of Roads No. of samples 

6 Dodangoda 10 420 

7 Horana 14 1020 

8 Ingiriya 06 410 

9 Kalutara 12 820 

10 Maduruwela 07 410 

11 Mathugama 09 700 

12 Panadura 07 610 

13 Walallavita 08 630 

 116 8060 

Household Survey – 2016 under the iRoad project 

A. Description of key physical and socioeconomic features of Western Province 

28. The Western Province comprising of three districts namely Colombo, Gampaha and 
Kalutara is one of the nine provinces of Sri Lanka. Colombo is the first level administrative 
division of the country. The country was divided in to provinces in the 19th century and 
empowered with legal provisions to operate as provincial governments by the 13th Amendment 
to the Constitution of Sri Lanka.  The Western Province is the most densely populated province 
in the country and is home to the legislative capital of Sri Jayewardenepura Kotte as well 
to Colombo, the nation's administrative and business center. 

1. The Historical Perspective 

29. Parts of present-day Western Province were part of the pre-colonial Kingdom of Kotte. It 
came under Portuguese, Dutch and British thereafter. In 1815, after the British gained control of 
the entire island of Ceylon, they divided the island into three ethnic based administrative 
structures: Low Country Sinhalese, Kandyan Sinhalese and Tamil. The Western Province was a 
part of the Low Country Sinhalese administration and in 1833 the country was further divided in 
to five geographical provinces and finally to the present day nine provinces as required for smooth 
administration of the country. Gampaha district was under Colombo district till it was declared as 
a separate district in 1963. It is planned to create a Megacity under the Western Region Mega 
polis Plan in the Western Province. 

2. Other special features of Western Province  

30. Geography. Western Province is located in the south west of Sri Lanka. It has an area of 
3,684 square kilometers (1,422 sq. mi). The province is surrounded by the Laccadive Sea to the 
west, North Western Province to the north, Sabaragamuwa Province to the east and 
the Southern Province to the south. 
 
31. The Western Province is in the low country wet zone and is vulnerable to recurrent flooding 
as a result of an increase in average rainfall coupled with heavier rainfall events, with knock-on 
impacts to the infrastructure, utility supply and the urban economy of the Province. As the most 
urbanized province in Sri Lanka, these climate events pose a number of problems due to the rapid 
urban growth the province has undergone. 
 
32. Administration. As stated earlier, The Western Province is divided into 
three administrative districts, Colombo, Gampaha and Kalutara. In Colombo, there are 13 DSDs 
and 566 Grama Niladari Divisions (GNDs). In Gampaha district, there are 13 DSDs and 1,177 
GNDs. Kalutara district comprises of 14 DSDs and 762 GNDs. Major Cities in Colombo includes 
Colombo, Dehiwela – Mount Lavinia and Moratuwa and Sri Jayawardanapura Kotte while in 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sabaragamuwa_Province
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Gampaha district major towns are Negambo and Gampaha. In Kalutara, only major town is 
Kalutara. When compared with Colombo district, both Gampaha and Kalutara are less urbanized 
and is rural in many respects. 
 
33. Economy and its changes. Western province provides the highest contribution to 
the Gross Domestic Product contributing 41.2% of the Provincial Gross Domestic Product 
(PGDP) and has a nominal PGDP growth rate of 5.8% as of 2015. Agriculture only made up 1.7% 
of the GDP the lowest among the nine provinces while Industrial sector made up 34.6% the 
highest in the country and service sector represented 56.5%. The province is not important as an 
agricultural area. 
 
34. The province is undergoing rapid development with several of the largest infrastructure 
development projects being implemented in the province. They include the Colombo International 
Financial City (CIFC) which is an International Financial Zone and the Western Region Mega polis 
Planning Project (WRMPP).  Western province is also undergoing a major real estate and 
construction boom with residential and commercial buildings and skyscrapers changing the 
skylines of cities such as Colombo and Rajagiriya.  
 
35. The Colombo Harbor is also a major driver of economic growth being the busiest port 
in South Asia. It has both privately run and state owned terminals and is being expanded. 
 
36. Education . Almost all the premier educational institutions in the island are located in the 
Western Province. Universities in the province include the University of Colombo, University of 
Kelaniya, University of Moratuwa, University of Sri Jayewardenepura, Open University of Sri 
Lanka, Buddhist and Pali University of Sri Lanka, General Sir John Kotelawala Defense 
University and the Sri Lanka Institute of Information Technology. Having the highest population in 
all the provinces, Western Province has the largest amount of schools in the country, which 
includes national, provincial, private and international schools. 

3. Land area and population details 

37. The land area, population and poverty head count ratio of each district in the Western 
Province are given in table 4 below. 

Table 4: Land and population data in Western province 
District Land area 

Sq. km 

Population 

 

Pop. Density 

(Persons/ sq. km) 

Poverty head 

count ratio 

Colombo 676 2, 309,809 3, 304 1.4 

Gampaha 1,341 2, 294, 641 1, 654 2.1 

Kalutara 1,576 1, 217, 660 762 3.1 

Total 3, 593 5, 821, 710 1, 580  

Source: Social survey conducted by Census and Statistics department -2012 

38. Table 4 shows that population in Colombo and Gampaha is higher than that in Kalutara. 
Population density is as high as 3,304 in Colombo where land area is 678 sq.km. In other two 
districts land area is high and population density is low when compared with data for Colombo. 
When considered the census data in 2009/10 (Census & statistics Hand book 2009), poverty 
head count ratio in the three districts was 3.6, 3.9 and 6 respectively. As per the figures in year 
2012, this ratio has been reduced to 1.4, 2.1 and 3.1 respectively in the three districts. In all the 
districts, poverty headcount ratio is less than the national ratio of 6.7.  
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rajagiriya
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39. As per 2012 Census, the population details are given in table 5 below. 

Table 5: Population by ethnicity in each district 
Ethnic group Colombo % Gampaha % Kalutara % 

Total no. of persons 2, 309, 809 100% 2, 294, 641 100 1, 217, 260 100 

Sinhalese 1,177, 319 77 2, 079,115 91 1, 054, 991 87 

Sri Lankan Tamils 231,318 10 80, 071 3.3 24, 362 3 

Indian Tamils 27, 336 1 10, 879 0.4 23, 611 2 

Sri Lanka moors 242,728 10 95, 501 4 112, 276 9 

Other 37,108 2 29, 075 1.3 2, 020 0 

Source: Social survey conducted by Census and Statistics department -2012 

40. Sinhalese are the main ethnic group in all three districts. However, there is a significant 
number of Sri Lankan Tamils (10%) in Colombo. Sri Lankan moors are present in significant 
numbers in Colombo (10%) and in Kalutara (9%). Indian Tamils and other ethnic groups are less 
significant in the three districts.  

Table 6: Populations by age and sex 
District Total 

Number of 
person 

Sex Age 

Male Female Less than 
15 years 

15 – 59 
years 

60 years and 
above 

Colombo 2, 324, 349 1,140,472 1,183, 877 503,904 1,504,501 315,944 

%  49 51 22 65 13 

Gampaha 2, 304, 303 1,116,893 1,187,540 525,571 1,483,408 295,854 

%  48 52 23 64 13 

Kalutara 1, 221, 948 591,284 630,664 297,526 750,969 173,453 

%  48 52 24 61 15 

Source: Social survey conducted by Census and Statistics department -2012 

41. As shown in Table 6, Kalutara is less populated than Colombo and Gampaha. Male female 
ratio shows a slight difference (49% – 51%) in Colombo and (48% -  52%) in both Gampaha and 
Kalutara. Data on age wise population shows that 22% in Colombo, 23% in Gampaha and 24% 
in Kalutara district are below 15 years of age, while 65%, 64% and 61% in Colombo, Gampaha 
and Kalutara respectively are in the age group of 15 – 59 years. Population above 60 years is 
13% in Colombo and Gampaha and 15% in Kalutara. 

Table 7: Population by labor force status of household, 10 years of age and over 
District Household 

Population 
10 years and 

above 

Labor force 

Total 
labor 
force 

Labor force 
participation 

rate (%) 

Employe
d 

Rate (%) 
Unemplo

yed 
Rate 
(%) 

Colombo 2.023.789 929,779 45.9 902,519 97.1 27,260 2.9 

Gampaha 2,192,600 957,350 43.7 922,393 96.3 34,957 3.7 

Kalutara 1,198,269 567,516 47.4 544,887 96 22,629 4 

Source: Social survey conducted by Census and Statistics department -2012 

42. Data related to labor force, employment and unemployment is provided in Table.3.6 Data 
substantiates that employment rates in all three districts are close to the national rate of 96%. 

4. Employment  

43. Main livelihood, income and employment in the western province are public and private 
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sector employment self-employment business and wage work. Agriculture is less important as an 
income earning activity in the province. This is substantiated by the Censes and Statistic data for 
2012 which shows that contribution of agriculture to the GDPs 1.7 and major contributors to the 
GDP are industrial sector (34.6%) and service sector (56.5%). 

5. An account of the present road network in Western Province 

44. The national road densities in Colombo, Gampaha and Kaluthra are 1.4, 1.2 and 0.71 km 
per sq. km. while density in the total Western Province is 1.04 km per sq.km.  

Table 8: Road network in Western Province 

District 
A Grade 

km 
B Grade 

km 
C Grade 

km 
D Grade 

km 
Area 

sq. km 
Road density 
km/ sq. km 

Colombo 164 291 242 162 676 1.4 

Gampaha 131 641 385 499 1341 1.2 

Kaluthara 80 388 451 213 1576 0.71 

Total 375 1320 1078 874 3593 1.04 

Source – PRDA of WP 

45. Though the road density is high compared to other provinces, the network of feeder roads, 
especially those connecting urban areas to main roads, is either inadequate or in very 
dilapidated conditions. So rehabilitation and upgrading of the C, D & E roads have become 
a prime need in considering social perspectives. 

6. Analysis of the sample socioeconomic survey in Western Province 

46. Data collected from sample households (using HH survey format provided by RDA as a 
guideline) in each road in the districts in Western province were analyzed and presented in tabular 
form in this section. Data includes vital statistics pertaining to family details, household conditions 
and facilities, family income and expenditure, present road condition and perception about the 
proposed project and expected social benefits.  

B. Key demographic information of the sample survey 

1. Distribution of households by family size and age 

47. Table 9 present the distribution of households in the sample with respect to family size 
and age. 

Table 9: Distribution of family size and age 

District 
Total no. 

HH surveyed 

Family size (%) 

1-2 3-5 Above 5 

Colombo 8145 19% 69%    12% 

Gampaha 9110 17% 65% 18% 

Kalutara 8060 17% 72%     11% 

Source: Sample Household Survey – 2016 under the iRoad project 

48. Family size – As shown in Table 9, 19% of families in Colombo comprises of 1-2 members 
while 69% of houses have 3-5 members. Percentage of households above 5 members is 12% in 
Colombo. In Gampaha district, households with 1-2 members are 17% while 69% of households 
have 3-5 members and 18% have above 5 members. In Kalutara, 17% of households have 1-2 
members, 72% of households have 3 – 5 members and 11% have above 5 members. According 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Service_sector
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to the statistical information 2012 of Dept. of Census and Statistics the average family size in 
Colombo are 4.0 While in Gampaha and Kalutara values are 3.9 and 4.0 respectively. The 
national average of family size was 3.99 in year 2012.  
 
49. It is observed that more families have 3-5 members in all the districts while small families 
of 1-2 members and larger families of above 5 members are relatively less.  

Table 10: Age & sex distribution (as a percentage) 
District Up to 14 years 15 – 59 years Above 60 years 

Male Female Male Female Male Female 

Colombo 10% 11% 33% 34% 6% 6% 

Gampaha 10% 12% 34% 35% 4% 5% 

Kalutara 12% 12% 31% 32% 7% 6% 

Source: Sample Household Survey – 2016 under the iRoad project 

50. No significant difference in male female ratios in different age groups was observed in the 
samples of the three districts.   

2. Educational attainment 

Table 11: Education levels of sample population (percentage) 
District Less than 

5 yrs 
No 

schooling 
Grade 

1-5 
Grade 
6-10 

GCE 
O/L 

GCE 
A/L 

Technical University 

Colombo 5% 1% 10% 17% 35% 26% 2% 4% 

Gampaha 6% 1% 9% 15% 38% 24% 2% 5% 

Kalutara 6% 1% 12% 18% 31% 28% 1% 3% 

Source: Sample Household Survey – 2016 under the iRoad project 

51. Out of the sample the educational achievement of all the three districts varies very slightly. 
Percentage of people who have passed G.C.E (O/L) is 35%, 38% and 31 for Colombo, Gampaha 
and Kalutara respectively. Similarly 26%, 24% and 28% of people in Colombo, Gampaha and 
Kaluatra have passed G.C.E. (A/L) respectively. It is also noteworthy that 5% of the adult 
population in Gampaha has university education. Colombo and Kalutara districts also have 4% 
and 3% of people of the population with university degrees. These higher achievements are 
mainly due to the availability of educational facilities in all the three districts. 
 
52. It is only from some very rural areas in Padukka and Walallawita that deteriorated 
conditions of roads were reported as a problem for children’ education.  
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Figure 3:  Children walking to school 

3. Employment details of families surveyed 

53. In the three districts, majority of people (22% in Colombo, 21% in Gampaha and 23% in 
Kalutara) depend mainly on public and private sector employment for living. Farming as a 
livelihood is very insignificant in the three districts where percentage of farmers is only 1%. 
Business, self-employment and wage work are also important income earning activities for a 
significant number of people. These details are summarized in table 12. 

Table 12: Employment details of the surveyed families (as a percentage) 
District F a r m i n g

 

P u b l i c / p r i v a t e
 

s e c t o r B u s i n e s s
 

S e l f - E m p l o y e d
 

L a b o r w o r k
 

L i v e s t o c k
 F i s h i n g
 

O v e r / s e a s
 

u n e m p l o y e d
 

D e p e n d
 

e n t O t h e r 

Colombo 1% 22% 5% 6% 4% 0% 3% 11% 46% 2% 

Gampaha 1% 21% 4% 3% 4% 1% 3% 15% 44% 4% 

Kalutara 1% 23% 6% 5% 3% 0% 1% 16% 42% 3% 

Source: Sample Household Survey – 2016 under the iRoad project 

4. Average household income, expenditure and an analysis of movable assets 

54. Average income and expenditure of households surveyed is presented in table 13 below. 

Table 13: Average monthly income and expenditure of sample households (percentage) 
District Item Less than 

Rs. 5,000 
Rs. 5,001 to 
Rs. 14,999 

Rs. 15,000 to 
Rs. 49,999 

More than 
Rs. 50,000 

Colombo 
Income 2% 17% 66% 15% 

Expenditure 2% 18% 60% 20% 

Gampaha 
Income 4% 19% 64% 13% 

Expenditure 7% 22% 56% 15% 

Kalutara 
Income 5% 21% 61% 13% 

Expenditure 1% 12% 70% 17% 

Source: Sample Household Survey – 2016 under the iRoad project 

55. Households earning below Rs.5,000 per month can be considered very poor. This income 
group is 2%, 4% and 5% in Colombo, Gampaha and Kalutara districts respectively. It is evident 
from the data that very poor people are very much less in the three districts. Poverty Head Count 
Index values 1.4, 2.1 and 3.1 respectively in Colombo, Gampaha and Kalutara districts show that 
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poverty is not a serious issue in these districts.  
 
56. The households earning income between Rs. 5,001 to Rs. 14,999 are 17%, 19% and 22% 
for Colombo, Gampaha and Kalutara respectively. This group can also be considered relatively 
poor. There is significant number of households falling under this category in all the three districts.  
 
57. Around 60% of households in all three districts are in the category earning Rs. 15,000 to 
Rs. 50,000 and they can be considered low middle class group.  
58. Around 15% in the three districts are in the income range of over Rs.50, 000. This group 
belongs to middle class and upper middle class.  
 
59. A summary of movable assets in each sample is presented in table 14 below.  

Table 14: A summary of household assets (Values are in percentage) 
No. District Colombo Gampaha Kalutara 

 Type of asset 

1 Television 98% 98% 96% 

2 Radio/ CD player 87% 85% 90% 

3 Sewing machine 51% 56% 69% 

4 Electric Fan 78% 72% 77% 

5 Fridge 76% 75% 70% 

6 Gas stove 61% 54% 52% 

7 Kerosene stove 3% 4% 1% 

8 Air conditioner 3% 2% 2% 

9 Motor Bicycle Cycles 41% 59% 55% 

10 Bicycle 7% 19% 21% 

11 3 wheelers 21% 19% 19% 

12 Cars 14% 10% 6% 

13 Bus/ Vans 6% 6% 5% 

14 Water pumps 19% 70% 64% 

15 Washing machine 15% 13% 12% 

16 Other 4% 4% 2% 

Source: Sample Household Survey – 2016 under the iRoad project 

60. Data on availability of household assets shows that televisions and radios are available 
in more than 80% of HHs. Motor cycles, Bicycles and three wheelers are also significantly 
available in the community. 

5. Housing condition, sanitary facilities, energy and water sources of sample 
households 

61. Availability of sanitary facilities and housing condition of the surveyed sample is presented 
in table 15 below. 
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Table 15: Housing condition and availability of sanitary facilities (as a percentage) 

District 

Type of houses Sanitation (latrines) 
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Colombo 89% 3% 1% 7% 31% 66% 2% 1% 

Gampaha 93% 4% 0% 3% 27% 71% 2% 0% 

Kalutara 84% 12% 2% 2% 22% 68% 10% 0% 

Source: Sample Household Survey – 2016 under the iRoad project 

62. Above data substantiates that the housing and sanitary conditions are satisfactory in the 
three districts. Majority, above 80%, has permanent houses and only 1%- 2. % lives in 
temporary houses. Nearly about 99% of families in all the three districts have individual family 
latrines. 

Table 16: Water and electricity facilities (as a percentage) 

District 
Drinking water facilities Electricity facilities 

Water 
Board 

Wells 
Common 
supply 

No permanent 
source 

National 
grid 

Solar & 
other 

No 
electricity 

Colombo 37% 55% 08% 0% 98% 1% 1% 

Gampaha 11% 82 % 07% 0.5% 98% 1% 1% 

Kalutara 16% 81% 01% 2% 98% 0% 2% 

Source: Sample Household Survey – 2016 under the iRoad project 

63. In all the districts, nearly 98% of households have a permanent source of drinking water. 
Only 2% in Kalutara reported that they do not have a permanent source of water. Only a very few 
households (1% in Colombo 1% in Gampaha and 2% in Kalutara) do not have electricity supply.   

6. Analysis of vulnerable households and gender related details 

64. The sample survey also focused on the aspect of vulnerable families within the project 
area. A family was considered to be vulnerable if it had an elderly household head (age > 70 
years), Families receiving a monthly income less than SLR 5,000, female headed families and 
families having disabled members. Table 17 summarizes the findings of the analysis on 
vulnerable families in each sample. 

Table 17: Details of vulnerable households (percentage of total households surveyed) 
District Colombo Gampaha Kalutara 

Type of vulnerability 

Family with elderly household head (age > 60 years) 12% 10% 13% 

Family with monthly income less than Rs. 5,000 2% 4% 5% 

Female headed families 10% 9% 10% 

Families with disabled members 0.6% 0.8% 0.6% 

Source: Sample Household Survey – 2016 under the iRoad project 

65. Although the percentage of families having disable members is low in all the three districts, 
the percentages of families with women household heads are relatively high being 10%, 9% and 
10% in Colombo, Gampaha and Kalutara districts respectively) in all three districts. There are 
also a fewer number of households (2%, 4% and 5%) earning Rs.5, 000 per month as their total 
income. Data also shows that a significant number of households in the three districts have elderly 
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household heads (12% in Colombo, 10% in Gampaha and 13% in Kalutara).  
 
66. The household survey also focused on the aspect of female family members getting 
involved in day to day decision making, bread earning and other social activities in their respective 
households and the community. Table 3.17(a) - (c) summarizes the findings of this analysis. 

Table 18: Women participation in family based activities – Colombo District 

Type of involvement Always 
Some-
times 

Rarely 
If 

requested 
Do not 

participate 

Decision making in family matters 28% 41% 0% 0% 31% 

Income activities 14% 18% 0% 0% 68% 

CBO activities 23% 33% 0% 44% 0% 

Community Activities 22% 31% 0% 0% 47% 

Source: Sample Household Survey – 2016 under the iRoad project 

Table 19: Women participation in family based activities – Gampaha  District 

Type of involvement Always 
Some-
times 

Rarely 
If 

requested 
Do not 

participate 

Decision making in family matters 36% 42% 0% 0% 22% 

Income activities 21% 56% 0% 0% 23% 

CBO activities 48% 35% 0% 0% 17% 

Community Activities 38% 42% 0% 0% 20% 

Source: Sample Household Survey – 2016 under the iRoad project 

Table 20: Women participation in family based activities – Kalutara  District 

Type of involvement Always 
Some-
times 

Rarely 
If 

requested 
Do not 

participate 

Decision making in family matters 56% 26% 0% 0% 18% 

Income activities 43% 47% 0% 0% 10% 

CBO activities 33% 62% 0% 0% 05% 

Community Activities 26% 74% 0% 0% 0% 

 Source: Sample Household Survey – 2016 under the iRoad project 

67. Level of participation of women in household affairs and societal works is at satisfactory 
level in three districts and majority of them always participate in family-based income generating 
activities. 
 
68. Opportunity for female members to get involved in the project was also analyzed as a 
gender perspective for the project. Present road condition and it’s impact on road users safety 
(especially women, children and elderly) was also analyzed. Tables 21 summarizes the analysis 
of these aspects.  

Table 21: Perception of household head to involve female family members in the project 
& safety of road users under present road condition 

District 

Women participation in 
road development 

Present road condition is 
safe for traveling 

Yes No Yes No 

Colombo 9% 91% 12% 88% 

Gampaha 14% 86% 9% 91% 

Kalutara 12% 88% 4% 96% 

Source: Sample Household Survey – 2016 under the iRoad project 

69. According to the data presented above, Majority of household heads are not willing to see 
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their female family members participating in road project activities. This is mainly due to the fact 
that these female members are full time housewives or fulltime employees. Majority of households 
(around 90% in all the three districts) are in the opinion that present road condition is not suitable 
for road users. 
 
70. Major reason for roads being unsafe is their damaged condition, lack of side drains and 
pot holes as shown in Table 22. 

Table 22:  Reasons for unsafe road conditions 

District 
Damaged 

road 

Shrubs in 
road 
sides 

Side 
drains 

damaged 

Culverts / 
bridges 

damaged 

Pot holes 
on the road 

surface 

Road get 
inundated 

Colombo 54% 23% 68% 31% 51% 22% 

Gampaha 68% 35% 67% 16% 56% 13% 

Kalutara 90% 85% 97% 76% 95% 53% 

Source: Sample Household Survey – 2016 under the iRoad project 

7. Community awareness and perception about the investment program 

71. Dissemination of information about the proposed investment program is considered an 
important aspect to help the program to be developed in a sustainable manner. The RF provides 
guidance on how such information dissemination should be conducted during different stages of 
the program. Table 23 presents the perception of public about the proposed investment program, 
the level of awareness on the program, condition of existing roads and willingness of the public 
to participate in the program. 

Table 23: Awareness about the project 

District 

Know about 
the project 

Involve in project activities, by providing; 

Yes No labor during 
construction 

labor during 
maintenance 

meals as a 
small 

business 

Land 
donation 

Creating 
awareness and 

monitoring 

Colombo 26% 74% 7% 7% 6% 9% 34% 

Gampaha 43% 57% 13% 10% 8% 27% 46% 

Kalutara 10% 90% 11% 11% 14% 45% 24% 

Source: Sample Household Survey – 2016 under the iRoad project 

72. Majority in all the three districts are not aware of the project and awareness is limited to 
28% of households in Colombo, 43% in Gampaha and 10% in Kalutara. Therefore it is important 
to have more number of public awareness programs in all the three districts. 
 
73. Majority of community members are not prepared to contribute to the project by providing 
labor, donating lands or creating awareness in the community. It is understood that the members 
of households are involved in income earning and other activities on regular basis and lack time 
to involve in project activities. 
 
74. However, the few household willing to participate in the project by providing labor would 
be more than enough for implementing the road project. 

8. Ownership and land holding size of sample households 
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Table 24: Land ownership of surveyed households (as a percentage) 
District Owned lands Leased lands Govt. lands Encroached lands 

Colombo 83% 7% 8% 2% 

Gampaha 91% 5% 2% 2% 

Kalutara 94% 1% 2% 3% 
   Source: Sample Household Survey – 2016 under the iRoad project 

75. Majority of households (more than 80% in the three districts) owns freehold lands 
and is secure tenure wise as shown in table 24 above. The government lands used by the 
people without valid permits are relatively low in the whole Western Province. Encroached 
lands are also not significant in the province.  

Table 25: Agriculture land holding size as a percentage of surveyed households 

District 
Less than 0.5 

acres % 
0.5 – 1 acre 

% 
1  -  2.5 acres 

% 
More than 

2.5 acres % 

Colombo 84% 13% 2% 1% 

Gampaha 89% 3% 4% 4% 

Kalutara 61% 21% 5% 13% 
Source: Sample Household Survey – 2016 under the iRoad project 

76. As indicated in table 3.22, more than 80% of households in both Gampaha and Colombo 
districts have smaller holdings below 0.5 acres. These lands are homesteads and not agricultural 
lands. In Kalutara, around 60% of households have lands below 0.5 acres and 21% have lands 
0.5 – 1 acre in extent. Households with large holdings are significant (13%) in Kalutara in which 
some parts are rural. 

9. Analysis of current transport modes and present road conditions 

77. It is an accepted fact that any rural road development improves the transport services. 
However the present mode of transport used by public was analyzed as part of this survey. Table 
26 below presents the findings of this analysis. 

Table 26: Main mode of transport to socioeconomic centers 

Location 

Colombo Gampaha Kalutara 

On 
foot 

Public 
Transport 

Private 
transport 

On 
foot 

Public 
Transport 

Private 
transport 

On 
foot 

Public 
Transport 

Private 
transport 

School 12% 30% 58% 12% 13% 75% 19% 23% 58% 

Hospital & Town 16% 37% 47% 2% 48% 50% 3% 59% 37% 

Agricultural 
activities 

10% 14% 76% 2% 16% 83% 12% 41% 47% 

Source: Sample Household Survey – 2016 under the iRoad project 

78. Data shows that people in these district use either public or private transport. FGDs 
highlighted that they are not seriously affected in their day to day travel to schools and hospitals 
etc. due to road conditions even though they face some problems on rainy days and in dry period 
due to dust.  

Table 27: Community view of present road condition 
District Good Fair Bad Very bad Bad during Rainy Days 

Colombo 3% 17% 34% 34%% 12% 

Gampaha 4% 20% 24% 41% 11% 

Kalutara 0% 1% 18% 53% 28% 
Source: Sample Household Survey – 2016 under the iRoad project 
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79. According to majority of households (68% in Colombo, 65% in Gampaha and 71% in 
Kalutara) road conditions are either bad or very bad irrespective of whether on rainy days or not.  

10. Marketing difficulties of agriculture products due to poor road conditions 

Table 28: Marketing difficulties faced by public due to present road conditions 
Item Colombo Gampaha Kalutara 

 No. of HHs (as a %) stated that the poor road   condition 
adversely affected marketing their products 

11% 28% 41% 

No. of HHs (as a %) stated that the buyers reluctant to come to 
the village due to poor road condition 

40% 5% 10% 

No. of HH (as a %) stated that they do not get fair price to their 
products due to poor road condition 

38% 41% 25% 

No. of HH (as a %) Any Other Reason 11% 26% 24% 
Source: Sample Household Survey – 2016 under the iRoad project 

80. As there are only a few farmers in these districts, there is no significant impact reported 
by the respondents. 

11. Government officer’s involvement 

81. The number of visits made by government officers, especially Gram Niladharis, Health 
officers and Research and Development officers of the Agrarian Service Department to provide 
required services to villagers were examined and data is presented in table 29 below. 

Table 29: Government officer’s involvement in promoting agricultural related activities 

District 

Govt. officers involvement 
due to road condition 

% of problems solved due to road improvements 

Satisfactory 
Unsatisfac

tory 
0-25% 26%-50% 51%-75% 76%-100% 

Colombo 88% 12% 0% 5% 21% 74% 

Gampaha 85% 14% 0% 7% 15% 78% 

Kalutara 72% 28% 0% 0% 4% 96% 
Source: Sample Household Survey – 2016 under the iRoad project 

82. There is no significant impact observed due to poor road condition, in delivering services 
by government servants. The reason may be that most of the field officers travel by the motor 
cycles and the area they have to cover is smaller in extent. 

12. Perceived benefits of the proposed program 

83. Community perception on the proposed investment program was also analyzed and the 
outcome is summarized in table 3.26 below. 

Table 30: Perceived benefits from the project on priority basis (main three Priorities) 
No Main benefits Colombo Gampaha Kalutara 

 Priority order P -1 P -2 P- 3 Total P-1 P -2 P - 3 Total P -1 P -2 P- 3 Total 

1 
Develop Agricultural 
sector 

5% 5% 4% 14% 6% 0% 5% 11% 16% 0% 1% 17% 

2 
Develop education 
facilities 

9% 3% 2% 14% 11% 6% 2% 19% 19% 10% 3% 32% 

3 
Develop health & 
sanitary facilities 

5% 8% 4% 17% 3% 2% 4% 9% 24% 5% 2% 31% 
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No Main benefits Colombo Gampaha Kalutara 

 Priority order P -1 P -2 P- 3 Total P-1 P -2 P - 3 Total P -1 P -2 P- 3 Total 

4 
Increase job 
opportunities 

4% 4% 3% 11% 6% 0% 0% 6% 25% 0% 1% 26% 

5 
Road become 
safety for women & 
children 

22% 14% 9% 45% 36% 24% 7% 67% 6% 29% 11% 46% 

6 
Improve public & 
private transport 

18% 21% 7% 46% 12% 35% 6% 44% 1% 39% 6% 46% 

7 
Safe & easy to 
travel at night 

5% 3% 17% 25% 3% 8% 40% 51% 1% 4% 34% 39% 

8 
Develop industrial 
sector 

2% 7% 1% 10% 0% 1% 3% 4% 1% 0% 4% 5% 

9 Increase land value 22% 2% 20% 44% 1% 12% 18% 31% 0% 9% 8% 17% 

10 
Increase cultural 
values 

1% 16% 5% 22% 0% 0 0% 0% 0% 0% 1% 1% 

 
11 

Improve living 
status & condition 

7% 10% 28% 45% 22% 12% 5% 39% 0% 1% 26% 27% 

12 

Improve 
communication 
between Govt. 
institutes 

0% 0 1% 1% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 2% 3% 5% 

Source: Sample Household Survey – 2016 under the iRoad project (P – Priority Rating by HH) 

84. In Colombo, first priority is improved public and private transport (46%). Other priorities in 
Colombo are road safety (45%), improved living standards (45%) and increase of land value 
(44%). In Gampaha, priorities are road safety (67%), Safe and easy to travel at night (51%) and 
improved living standards (39%). In Kalutara, road safety (46%), improved public and private 
transport (46%) and safe and easy to travel at night (39%) are priorities. These priorities reflect 
the needs of people, especially easy transport, road safety and possibility to travel at night, It is 
because these districts comprises of public and private sector employees who need improved 
transport, road safety and possibility to travel safely at night when they come back home after 
work. Safety in this context means the safety guaranteed by the physical conditions such as width, 
good surface conditions etc. 
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IV. OBSERVATIONS AND HIGHLIGHTS (CASE STUDIES) 

A. WCO 069 – Struggling with a dilapidated road,  the case of Gunawathie  Abekoon 
in Padukka 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 Gunawathie Abeykoon resides at No:13/B, Ambagas Handiya, Kahawala in 
Padukka in Colombo district. Her telephone Number is 0754864208. She is a 
teacher by profession while her family runs a boutique as a self-employment 
activity. The road running in front of house and the boutique is highly dilapidated, 
but heavy vehicles run along the road, making it difficult to breathe due to clouds 
of dust emanating.  She is confronted with the following problems and hardships: 

 She and all the members of her family suffer from asthma. They have succumbed 
to this illness due to dust emanating from the dilapidated road which has not been 
rehabilitated for a long time. The family has to spend around Rs.3, 000 per month 
for medical treatment. 

  Children’s school uniforms and shoes have to be changed by purchasing new 
ones due to being damaged by dust. 

 She has to clean the house, furniture and the boutique on and often to remove 
dust. 

 As the foods brought to the boutique get covered with dust, consumers are not 
willing to buy them. This affects her sales and also income. 

 Due to these roads related problems her income has gone down while daily 
expenses have increased. 

 Her earnest request is to rehabilitate the road as soon as possible. 
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B. WGA107 - Request to repair one and only access road to Thalahena village     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Mr. Karunadasa Jayaweera resident at No:20/1 in Thalahena, Loluwagoda in 
Gampaha district made the following request on behalf of the villagers when we 
met him in the field. He also has sent a written request to us reminding us to give 
priority to rehabilitate this road  

 This road is located in No:1A, Giriullagama GND in Meerigama DSD in Gampaha 
district.  This has been known as Village Council Road of Thalahena. The road 
originates from Pasyala – Giriulla Road (Route No:221) at Kamilas watta and runs 
through Giriulla Estates, Thalahena village and paddy fields and again through 
Giriulla Estated to end at Ma Oya water crossing. The total length of the road is 88 
chains. Road is now being used by 200 families. 

 On several occasions in the past, road has been concreted 200 meters from its 
beginning using government funds. Ending section of the road has been tarred 
(about 200 meters) some time back, but that section has also been damaged by 
now. 

 School children find it very difficult to go to school along the road, the only road 
available to them. Their school uniforms and shoes are spoilt due to muddy water 
flowing along the road. Vehicles cannot run on this road on rainy days. 

 It is the earnest request of the villagers to rehabilitate the road paying a special 
attention to the problems faced by the villagers. 

 

V. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

85. The result of the IR due diligence and socioeconomic assessment survey show that 
rehabilitation and improvements of the proposed roads under iRoad 2 program would bring 
immense benefits to the community in the Western Province. It is observed in areas closed to the 
towns and townships that the real state value will be increase as a result of availability of better 
access carpet roads.  
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86. Communities living in most rural area are willing to donate lands for road widening in case 
it is necessary. However, community living closed to urban areas are not willing to donate their 
lands for road widening. According to them, land value in the area is significantly high due to 
closeness to urban areas and land holding sizes are relatively small. However; most of the 
communities who has large land holdings expressed their wiliness to donate lands because their 
land value would be enhanced once the accessibility is improved.   
 
87. Following observations were made during the survey. 

 In the Western Province, there would be no any significant negative impacts on 
places of archeological, historical and religious significance or livelihoods and 
income generating activities of the people in the project area due to project 
interventions. 

 Significant numbers of HHs in rural areas, especially in Padukka in Colombo 
District and Walalalwita in Kalutara District are more rural and are faced with 
access related problems due to bad road conditions. Their travel to town to obtain 
required services and schooling of children has been affected due to the present 
road conditions. 

 Another main concern expressed by the community is safety because of vehicles 
travelling at high speed after improvements. It is recommended that boards 
indicating speed limits and other appropriate signs should be displayed along the 
road. 

 There are roads which were already concreted. Quality of some of them is not up 
to standard. If those roads are to be used for transporting materials to the new 
roads, there is a possibility of damaging beyond repair. Therefore, it is 
recommended to do a site investigation and take necessary precaution 

 Another main concern expressed by the community is of the width of carpeting. 
Some already completed carpeted rural roads (by previous road projects) have no 
adequate space for 2 vehicles cross in some places without encroaching into the 
pedestrian path. This factor had to be considered at design phase. 

 Almost all the community members stressed the need of having side drains as a 
part of road improvement works. Community in some areas strongly protested the 
laying Concrete Drains under the road improvements programs. According to 
them, it provides an ideal breeding ground for mosquitoes because most of the 
drains get blocked unless they are regularly maintained. Since the drains do not 
belong to the community, there is no body to take the responsibility of cleaning 
them.  This is very critical in the Western Province because of recent Dengue 
epidemic. Lack of maintenance also results in flooding the private lands adjacent 
to the roads. According to the community members, the best solution is to have 
earthen drains or concrete drains with a perforated bed.  

 The road maintenance is also a crucial issue. At present, some roads are 
maintained by the community on Sharmadana (self-help) basis in rural areas. Such 
voluntary interventions are very rare in other areas. But, their interventions are very 
limited to shrub jungle clearing, earth filling of pot holes etc. What they are 
requesting is well improved concreted or carpeted roads. 

 According to some community members, planting trees along the road (Avenue 
Planting) should be a part of the road improvement program. If the available 
reservations are not enough to plant trees, they expressed to allow using their land 
boundaries for planting provided that RDA does the initial plant establishment. 
Communities express their willingness to maintain trees by watering them etc. A 
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similar exercise was undertaken by the Provincial Road Development Authority 
(WP) in roads rehabilitated in 2014. 

88. In general, iRoad 2 program in Western Province is one of the most needed programs to 
reduce the road related problems encountered by the communities at present. However it is very 
important that public is made fully aware of the project before commencement of civil works.  

A. Recommendations  

 In most of the roads, patch works have been completed by concreting short 
stretches. Due to some ad hoc and poor quality of already completed work, the 
situations of some roads have been further aggravated. So, there is a need to do 
proper investigation before the design and construction of new roads under iRoad 
program to obtain the desired results. Already completed carpet roads have not 
adequate space to cross 2 vehicles in some places without encroaching into the 
pedestrian path. This factor also has to be taken into consideration at design 
phase. 

 It is understood that Pradeshiya Sabas (PSs) are institutionally weak and lack 
machinery and equipment to attend to regular maintenance. Maintaining roads 
including preparation of shoulders after rains, fixing potholes and maintaining 
gravel roads, by PSs would be a better solution and for this they need to be 
institutionally strengthened by providing necessary staff, equipment and 
machinery. 

 Implementing awareness program about the project at design stage and 
awareness on road closure and access related problems during construction 
period are a must to develop community trust on the project. HH survey highlighted 
that awareness on the road program is weak in the entire three districts. Therefore, 
it is extremely necessary to make community aware of the project by holding 
meetings at GN level. 

 It is recommended that boards indicating speed limits and other appropriate signs 
should be displayed along the road. 

  During the construction period, the road may have to be closed, section by section 
or to find alternative routes. Some villagers suggested closing the road temporarily 
to facilitate the construction. They stated that they had similar experience while 
laying concrete in some sections of the road. They suggested informing the public 
one week ahead so that people can prepare themselves for the road closer period. 

 The dust, noise and other adverse impacts could be incurred to the families living 
closer to the roads. Therefore, In civil construction contract package, the 
necessary provisions should be laid down to minimize those adverse effects; e.g 
using water bowsers to minimize the dust. 

 It is recommended to plant trees where space is available as avenue planting. 
When launching such programs, community participation should be sought. 

 In stabilizing the embankment of roads when passing through filling areas such as 
paddy fields, Bio Engineering Technologies need to be implemented as used by 
the RDA in their road programs in Western province. 

 It is not recommended to use heavy machines for construction because existing 
approach roads specially the concrete sections might get damaged  

 Though there are possibilities for temporary disturbances to communities during 
construction period, those can be mitigated by preparing action plan in advance 
and scheduling all the activities accordingly.



26         Annexure 1 
 

ANNEXURE 1: ROAD LIST AND KEY MAPS 
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Colombo District Map 
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Gampaha District Map 
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Kalutara District Map 
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ANNEXURE 2: LETTER ISSUED TO DIVISIONAL SECRETARIES 
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ANNEXURE 3: FIELD OBSERVATIONS AND REQUIREMENT OF IR 
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ANNEXURE 4: INVOLUNTARY RESETTLEMENT IMPACT CATEGORIZATION CHECKLIST 
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ANNEXURE 5: COPY OF A LETTER SENT BY THE COMMUNITY (WP – GAMPAHA 
DISTRICT – MEERIGAMA DSD) REQUESTING TO REPAIR THEIR ROAD 
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