
Regional: Establishing the Future Cities Program in the Asia and Pacific Region

Project Name Establishing the Future Cities Program in the Asia and Pacific Region

Project Number 49053-001

Country Regional

Project Status Active

Project Type / Modality of
Assistance

Technical Assistance

Source of Funding /
Amount

TA 9025-REG: Establishing the Future Cities Program in the Asia and Pacific Region

Technical Assistance Special Fund US$ 1.50 million

Strategic Agendas Environmentally sustainable growth
Inclusive economic growth

Drivers of Change Governance and capacity development
Knowledge solutions
Partnerships
Private sector development

Sector / Subsector Multisector - Under corporate priority framework meeting

Gender Equity and
Mainstreaming

No gender elements

Description The objective of the TA is to enhance operational knowledge and long-term sector engagement, areas
identified under the mid-term review of ADB's Strategy 2020 (MTR), for the implementation of ADB
strategic priorities in the urban sector. It will facilitate ADB's long term engagement with selected cities
across Asia and the Pacific, providing integrated planning and support, and assisting them to better
manage rapid urban growth to becoming more livable. The TA will harmonize current ADB investments
and assistance and facilitate the convergence of other cross-sector TAs to support a _One ADB_
approach to integrated urban development in partnership with each selected city and government.
Centers of Excellence will be engaged to provide best practice knowledge which will help to guide
development of relevant investment programs that will be linked with ADB operations and private
sector partners.
The TA is aligned with Strategy 2020, which promotes environmentally sustainable development,
particularly facilitating livable cities; and with the MTR which emphasizes that ADBs actions need to be
innovative, inclusive, integrated and operationally relevant. The TA will develop knowledge solutions
that are consistent with ADBs Urban Operational Plan (UOP, 2012-2020) by promoting livable cities that
are competitive, socially inclusive and environmentally sustainable, upon a sound fiscal base.
The TA will engage long-term with selected cities, supporting integrated planning activities and
addressing the urban challenge by bridging quality urban research and practice with operationally-
focused funding and projects. Acting as an umbrella and convergence for other urban and cross-sectoral
initiatives, it will embody the concept of _One ADB_. The TA has been developed in cooperation with
and the support of each of the Regional Departments, and particularly their urban development
operations divisions. The selected cities each have provided their concurrence with the proposed
partnership.
Working closely with the selected cities, the TA will draw upon existing regional and country studies and
lessons and practices from other leading urban sector institutions. International Centers of Excellence
(CoE) will be mobilized to engage with cities and catalyze municipal stakeholders, contributing valuable
and action-focused research and support; and, helping to bridge the gap between knowledge, funding
and practice. The TA will harmonize initiatives from a number of current and planned regional TAs,
encouraging cross sectoral practice and identifying public-private partnerships or opportunities to
leverage project funds from ADBs Urban Climate Change Resilience Trust Fund (UCCRTF), the Cities
Development Initiative for Asia (CDIA) and other donors to prepare feasibility and investments projects.



Project Rationale and
Linkage to
Country/Regional Strategy

In the last two decades (1990-2010) Asia and the Pacific's urban population has risen by 29%, faster
than any other region. Between 2010 and 2050, Asia's cities are expected to rise from 40% to about
65% of its total population, which itself is expected to almost double from 1.9 billion to 3.3 billion
people. While this presents opportunities for higher productivity and better living standards, there are
several risks. About 523 million vulnerable people across the region are estimated to live in urban
slums, with poor services and squalor. Severe living condition disparities in many Asian and Pacific cities
affect social cohesion. Urban buildings and transport account for significant energy consumption and
carbon emissions. Integrated and effective urban planning is needed, focusing on managing urban
sprawl and providing sustainable and affordable infrastructure and basic services.
The Asia Pacific region is fast becoming a major driver of greenhouse gas emissions worldwide, and at
the same time is increasingly exposed to the risks of climate-related hazards, such as floods and storm
surges. In many urban areas, vulnerability is often increased because of informal settlements, lack of
adequate infrastructure and limited institutional capacity. High levels of vulnerability require adaptation
strategies that focus on resilience to acute as well as chronic climate impacts. The regions cities must
develop strategic approaches to climate resilient urban infrastructure investment.
With approximately 75% of Asia's gross domestic product (GDP) currently generated in urban areas, the
quality and efficiency of Asian cities will determine the region's long-term productivity and overall
stability. Asian cities are integrated into trade corridors through which they are connected into global
economic networks as much as they are to their own economy. They are magnets for people seeking a
better quality of life and economic opportunities and a locus of regional cooperation. Conversely,
inefficient and uncompetitive cities are a drag on economic growth and an impediment to inclusive
development. Asian municipal infrastructure financing is at only 40% of its $100 billion annual
maintenance requirement.
Stemming the decline or failure of Asian and Pacific cities, while facilitating their rapid growth, is
essential to the region. The UN Sustainable Development Goal 11 is clear - _make cities and human
settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable._ ADBs Urban Operational Plan also supports such
a goal through an integrated urban investment approach across the region, emphasizing a geographic
focus, engagement with a wider range of public and private partners and using ADB's resources to
leverage a broader range and increased quantum of funds.
ADB's MTR clearly states that it also will address the urban development challenge, particularly rapid
urbanization, significant infrastructure constraints, weak governance, institutional capacity and financial
instability. It encourages initiatives that look cross-sectorally and support clean energy, sustainable
transport, climate adaptation and strengthened disaster risk management; and apply better integrated
planning, governance and finance models to help sustain urban basic services. The MTR emphasizes
long-term engagement and technical expertise in order to optimize sector resources; and to advance
understanding of sector-specific challenges in order to find holistic and sustainable solutions. There is a
need to mobilize interdepartmental and interdisciplinary teams to provide timely and effective multi-
sector solutions to client DMCs under the _One ADB_ approach.

Impact Improved planning for integrated urban development for future cities in Asia and the Pacific. (ADB's
Urban Operational Plan, 2012_-2020, Strategy 2020, and Midterm Review of Strategy 2020)

Project Outcome

Description of Outcome Selected cities are engaged in an integrated approach towards
becoming more livable.

Progress Toward Outcome

Implementation Progress

Description of Project Outputs Integrated urban assessments are prepared
Cities are engaged in understanding, identifying, and sharing best
practice pathways towards future livable cities
Integrated projects are conceptualized with concrete funding
modalities.
Urban best practice and learning is prepared, disseminated, and
utilized for future cities.

Status of Implementation Progress (Outputs, Activities, and
Issues)

Geographical Location

Summary of Environmental and Social Aspects

Environmental Aspects

Involuntary Resettlement

Indigenous Peoples

Stakeholder Communication, Participation, and Consultation

During Project Design



During Project Implementation

Business Opportunities

Consulting Services The TA will finance consulting services, workshops, and report preparation and will require 14 person-months of
international and 62 person-months of national individual consultant inputs in order to undertake the
coordination and manage the planning processes across and within the selected cities. The consultants will be
engaged as individual consultants in accordance with ADB's Guidelines on the Use of Consultants (2013, as
amended from time to time).

Procurement None

Responsible Staff

Responsible ADB Officer Padmanabhan, Vijay

Responsible ADB Department SDSC

Responsible ADB Division SDSC-URB

Executing Agencies Asian Development Bank
6 ADB Avenue,
Mandaluyong City 1550, Philippines

Timetable

Concept Clearance 11 May 2015

Fact Finding 16 Jul 2015 to 02 Aug 2015

MRM -

Approval 10 Dec 2015

Last Review Mission -

Last PDS Update 16 Dec 2015

TA 9025-REG

Milestones

Approval Signing Date Effectivity Date
Closing

Original Revised Actual

10 Dec 2015 - 10 Dec 2015 31 Dec 2017 - -

Financing Plan/TA Utilization Cumulative Disbursements

ADB Cofinancing Counterpart Total Date Amount

Gov Beneficiaries Project Sponsor Others

1,500,000.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 1,500,000.00 10 Dec 2015 756,504.92

Project Page https://www.adb.org/projects/49053-001/main

Request for Information http://www.adb.org/forms/request-information-form?subject=49053-001
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ADB provides the information contained in this project data sheet (PDS) solely as a resource for its users without any form of
assurance. Whilst ADB tries to provide high quality content, the information are provided "as is" without warranty of any kind, either
express or implied, including without limitation warranties of merchantability, fitness for a particular purpose, and non-infringement.
ADB specifically does not make any warranties or representations as to the accuracy or completeness of any such information.


